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A grandfather was talking to his grandson about his feelings.  
(Å ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ) ÆÅÅÌ ÁÓ ÉÆ ) ÈÁÖÅ Ô×Ï ×ÏÌÖÅÓ ÆÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÈÅÁÒÔȢ  
One wolf is unforgiving, angry, and violent.  
4ÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÏÌÆ ÉÓ ÌÏÖÉÎÇȟ ËÉÎÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÐÁÓÓÉÏÎÁÔÅȢȱ ΟΟ 
4ÈÅ ÇÒÁÎÄÓÏÎ ÁÓËÅÄ ÈÉÍȟ Ȱ7ÈÉÃÈ ×ÏÌÆ ×ÉÌÌ ×ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÇÈÔ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ 
ÈÅÁÒÔȩȱ ΟΟ 
4ÈÅ ÇÒÁÎÄÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÅÄȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÏÎÅ ) ÆÅÅÄȢȱ     

ɉ4ÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ .ÁÔÉÖÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 0ÁÒÁÂÌÅȟ Ȱ3ÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
3ÐÉÒÉÔȟȱ ό-28-11) 

 
This little parable has great truth!  We face choices every day, in a 

ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÁÓ ÔÏ ×ÈÉÃÈ Ȱ×ÏÌÆȱ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ȰÆÅÅÄȢȱ  7ÉÌÌ ×Å ÓÐÅÁË ÕÐ 
when we see a hurtful action taking place, will we work to change unjust 
ÌÁ×Óȟ ×ÉÌÌ ×Å ȰÓÁÙ ÙÅÓȱ ÔÏ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÎÕÒÔÕÒÅ 
love, kindness and compassion?   

In the new immigration law, our governor and state legislators 
ÈÁÖÅ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÔÏ ȰÆÅÅÄȱ  ÈÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ ȰÂÒÅÅÄȱ  ÐÒÅÊÕÄÉÃÅȟ ÄÉÓÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎȤ
justice.   

In opposing the new law, many in the faith community  are trying 
ÔÏ ȰÆÅÅÄȱ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÐÁÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÒÃÙ ÁÎÄ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇȢ   

Ȱ&ÅÅÄÉÎÇ ,ÏÖÅȱ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÒÇÅÒ ÃÏÍÍÕȤ
nity is a good way to describe our calling at Pilgrim.   

(Ï× ÄÏ ×Å ȰÆÅÅÄ ÌÏÖÅȩȱ  "Ù ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÔÕÁÌ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔ ÆÏÒ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȟ ÃÕÌÔÉȤ
ÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅÎÅÓÓȟ ÓÈÏ×ÉÎÇ ÏÐÅÎÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÇÉÆÔÓȟ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÉÎÇ 
ÔÏ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ÈÅÁÌÔÈÙ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÎÕÉÎÅÌÙ ÃÁÒÉÎÇ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ ×Å ȰÆÅÅÄ ÌÏÖÅȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ 
way within our own congregation, the more we will be able to extend that love into the larger commu-
nity.  This is part of the spiritual growth and building up of our congregation that will make us a true 
Christian community in the fullest sense of the word-   a community committed to actively caring for one 
another, for those we encounter in our daily lives, and for new folks who come through our doors.   

Ȱ&ÅÅÄÉÎÇ ,ÏÖÅȱ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÅÁÓÙȢ  )Ô ÔÁËÅÓ ×ÏÒË ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎÁÌÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ Á ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÖÅÓ 
ÂÅÆÏÒÅ 'ÏÄ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÎÅ× ÄÁÙȢ  -ÁÙ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÆÅ× ÖÅÒÓÅÓ ÏÆ 2ÏÍÁÎÓ ρς ÂÅ Á ȰÄÁÉÌÙ ÍÁÎÔÒÁȱ 
for us:  

Ȱ4ÁËÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÅÖÅÒÙÄÁÙȟ ÏÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ ÌÉÆÅɂyour sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-
around lifeɂand place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best 
thing you can do for him. Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without 
ÅÖÅÎ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇȢ )ÎÓÔÅÁÄȟ ÆÉØ ÙÏÕÒ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ 'ÏÄȢ 9ÏÕ΄ÌÌ ÂÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÏÕÔȢȱ   

(From Romans 12: 1-φȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅȱɊ 
        Love and Blessings to All, 
        Janet   

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÓÔÏÒȡ  Ȱ&ÅÅÄÉÎÇ ,ÏÖÅȱ 
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Moderatorõs Notes for Septemberð From David Precise  

 

So thereõs an episode of Seinfeld where Jerry gets a call ð òWould you like a subscription to the 

New York Times?ó and there is a quick reply òYes!ó and then Jerry hangs up the phone. Well, 

Jerryõs òyesó may not get him a paper at his doorstep, it 

was more the quick affirmative response that made the line 

fun.  

Something I have noticed more of at Pilgrim in recent 

months, is people saying yes and giving things a try.  And 

these are just a few things Iõve noticed informally, not 

really any attempt at an exhaustive list of what is 

happening around our community of faith.  

With worship Iõve seen several people say yes.  John 

Williams , Roger, and Mandy helped Tim orchestrate a 

wonderful music Sunday.  Lillian helped the adults with 

the call to worship this past Sunday, giving us something a 

little different than the norm.  KJ stepped up to acolyte.  

Gary and John have both provided a big boost saying yes to 

helping with Deacon on Duty and keeping us organized.  I 

liked when Ken said yes to asking for an earthquake to 

shake up congress to do something for the people regarding 

the debt ceiling issue (and the earthquake did come, just 

about 3 weeks later).  

Iõve seen a lot of new faces in the sanctuary.  People are saying yes to walking into a new 

church, and that isnõt easy, but it has really been happening a lot.   One of them (Beth) even 

infiltrated the Sunday school class.  I even said yes to sitting in on a session with the Sunday 

school class, my first one in 7 years, and it was fantastic.  Ethel said yes to missing out on 

Sunday school discussion, instead volunteering to go pick up Rashawn.  

Weõve had a lot of folks say yes to trips to Atlanta and Memphis with our children and youth.  

Weõve had a lot of people say yes to watering the plants in the prayer garden and keeping the 

grounds looking good amidst the summer heat.  Weõve had a lot of people say yes to coming to 

Wednesday night programs and attend peaceful protests against unjust new laws in Alabama.  

Harry, Jane, Ethel, and Mandy said yes to clearing out our storage unit and getting rid of that 

cost for Pilgrim.  Janet is saying yes to promoting more activity on Pilgrimõs Facebook page.  As 

Pilgrim has developed and has children and youth of all age groups, Linda has people saying 

yes to teaching curriculum during the Sunday school hour, which is really exciting.  

My feeling is that after a long time that has been needed for adjustment and reflection, 

changing spaces and staff faces, Pilgrim is finally starting to say yes to its new life in our new 

home.  And yes thatõs even more exciting than a New York Times subscription. 
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September Calendar 
 

Thursday, September 1: Rally for America's Future: 
Repeal HB56! See next column for more information 

Saturday, September 3:  Pilgrims volunteering at 
Pepper Place Market; 8-10 am and 10-12 noon 

Sunday, September 4: Communion Sunday and GBM 
Food Pantry Sunday; Sally Harris preaching  

Wednesday, September 7: Supper and Communion, 
5:30pm 

Friday, September 9:  Cook and serve at Firehouse 
Shelter 

Saturday, September 10:  Pilgrims volunteering at 
Pepper Place Market; 8-10 am and 10-12 noon; 
Interfaith Volunteer Project 8am-4pm, South Sherman 
Heights Community Park and Playground 

Sunday, September 11: 10th Anniversary of 9/11; 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ YƛŎƪ hŦŦΤ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
orientation for students 10:00am 

Monday, September 12: Church Council Meeting; 
Supper at 5:30pm, meeting begins at 6:00pm 

Tuesday, September 13:  Social Action Committee 
Meeting at 5:30 

Saturday, September 17:  Pilgrims volunteering at 
Pepper Place Market; 8-10 am and 10-12 noon 

Sunday, September 18:  Communion Sunday; Snack 
Bags for Homeless during Fellowship Time; Magic City 
Aids Walk 4:00pm Railroad Park 

Wednesday, September 21: Food For Thought 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ άtƛƭƎǊƛƳ {ǳƳƳŜǊ {ǘƻǊȅ bƛƎƘǘέΤ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ŀǘ 
5:30pm and program starts at 6:15pm (Please sign up 
in advance for Supper by Wed. the 18th at 11:00am) 

Saturday, September 24:  Pilgrims volunteering at 
Pepper Place Market; 8-10 am and 10-12 noon 

Friday, September 30ς Saturday, October 1: 
Association Meeting, Nashville TN 

 

 

Rally for America's Future: Repeal HB56! 

On Thursday, September 1st--the date HB56 is set 
to go into effect--join the Alabama Coalition for Im-
migrant Justice and other groups to rally as one 
against HB56 and call upon the Alabama State Legis-
lature and Governor Bentley to repeal the law.    

When: Thurs, September 1, 5:30pm ς 7:00pm 

Where:  Linn Park 

NEW PILGRIM TEE SHIRTS!   We now 

have terrific Tee Shirts in almost all sizes, for 

only $12.00 each. If you need an adult size 

small, which we are out of, please let the of-

fice know. 

Food For Thought Wednesday-  

òPilgrim Summer Story Nightó 

Come and share your "summer stories" in words, 

photos, slides, etc. Tell us about a trip you took, 
show pictures, tell a story about about something 

you've done this summer. Please let Janet or 
Linda know if you would like to be one of the 

evening "storytellers" and if you would like us to 
set up anything ahead of time for you (screen, 
powerpoint projector, microphone, table, etc.) 

Come and be part of an enjoyable evening with 
your fellow Pilgrims, and bring along a friend to 

share in the fun!     

Supper starts at 5:30pm (please sign up in ad-
vance with office), following with the program at 

6:15pm 
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Pilgrim UCC 2011 -2021 Christian Education Program  

 The 2011-2012 Christian Education program at Pilgrim will officially begin Sunday September 11.  

In addition to the Adult discussion class which meets year round, interested adults are invited to join 

facilitator Sally Harris for an 8 week course using THE FUTURE OF FAITH by Harvey Cox.  If you 

would like to order a book, please call the church office before September 7.  

Rikki Thomas will initiate an age appropriate curriculum for toddlers.  

John Williams, Brian Bennett and Linda Miner will accompany children 4 through 11 years of age on a 

spiritual formation journey using Wynn McGregorõs curriculum The Way of The Child,  Helping Children 

Experience God. 

Karen Eargle and Roger Patton will join young persons ages 12 to 18 years of age as they discover more 

about God, others and themselves through scripture, service, worship and recreation.  

Brandi Cooke, Kista Hamilton, CA Jones, Katherine Miller  and Mandy Pierce will assist the whole program with 

arts and crafts, recreation and music.  

There will be a Parentsõ Meeting and Orientation Sessions for children and Youth at 10:00am, Sunday 

September 11, 2011. We have before us an opportunity to grow closer to the children we love and also to 

God! Invite friends.  

      The Way of the Child  

I am excited about Wynn McGregorõs The Way of the Child !  I have included the following statements as 

a way of sharing that excitement with parents and all other adults who love children and God.   

Refreshing in its respect for childrenõs spiritual capacities.  Innovative in its clarity and usefulness in the 

classroom.  Compelling it its invitation to usher children into spiritual disciplines.  

         Bonnie J. Miller -McLemore  

Professor of Pastoral Theology and Counseling, Vanderbilt University Divinity School  

Our young daughters loved being a part of The Way of the Child.   As parents, my husband and I loved it 

too because it nourished our daughtersõ love for God and for prayer of all different kinds.  As a seminary 

professor and clergyperson, I recommend The Way of the Child because it is theologically sound, good for 

the church generally, and especially good for children.  Praise God for The Way of the Child ! 

         Rebekah Miles  

   Mother, United Methodist Clergyperson, and faculty member at Perkins School of 

     Theology, Southern Methodist University  

In helping the childõs religious life, far from imposing something that is foreign to him, we are responding 

to the childõs silent request:  òHelp me to come closer to God by myself.ó 

    -Sophia Cavaletti, The Religious Potential of the Child  

It always amazes me to think that even the tiniest acorn holds everything in it needed to develop into the 

grandest oak tree.  However, the acorn will never become all that it was created to become if it lands on 

some cold, concrete sidewalk where it is crushed under someoneõs boot.  It must be planted in the kind of 

soil which will provide the nutrients essential to it becoming.  

    -Killian Noe, Finding Our Way Home  
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Pilgrim UCC 2011 -2021 Christian Education Program cont.  

FORMATIONAL READING OF SCRIPTURE  

There is a practice in the Christian church of reading scripture in such a way that we are asking to be 

formed by it rather than informed by it. I have included the following chapter from Romans from 

Eugene H. Petersenõs THE MESSAGE. I invite us all to read this passage daily during the month of Sep-

tember asking the Divine to open our hearts and minds so that we might be shaped by it to live as Godõs 

people in this time and place.  

PLACE YOUR LIFE BEFORE GOD  

So hereõs what I want you to do, God helping you:  Take your everyday, ordinary life ð your sleeping, eat-

ing, going -to-work, and walking -around life ð and place it before God as an offering.  Embracing what 

God does for you is the best thing you can do for God.  Donõt become so adjusted to your culture that you 

fit into it without even thinking.  Instead, fix your attention on God.  Youõll be changed from the inside 

out.  Readily recognize what God wants from you, and quickly respond to it.  Unlike the culture around 

you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well -

formed maturity in you.  

 Iõm speaking to you out of deep gratitude for all that God has given me, and especially as I have respon-

sibilities in relation to you.  Living then, as every one of you does, in pure grace, itõs important that you 

not misinterpret yourselves as people who are bringing this goodness to God.  No, God bring it all to you.  

The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God is and by what God does for us, not by 

what we are and what we do for God.  In this way we are like the various parts of a human body.  Each 

part gets its meaning from the body as a whole, not the other way around.  The body weõre talking about 

is Christõs body of chosen people.  Each of us finds our meaning and function as a part of Christõs body.  

But as a chopped-off finger or cut -off toe we wouldnõt amount to much, would we?  So since we find our-

selves fashioned into all these excellently formed and marvelously functioning parts in Christõs body, leõs 

just go ahead and be what we were made to be, without enviously or pridefully comparing ourselves with 

each other, or trying to be something we arenõt. 

If you preach, preach Godõs message, nothing else; if you help, just help, donõt take over; if you teach, 

stick to your teaching; if you give encouraging guidance, be careful that you donõt get bossy; if youõre put 

in charge, donõt manipulate; if youõre called to give aid to people in distress, keep your eyes open and be 

quick to respond; if you work with the disadvantaged, donõt let yourself get irritated with them or de-

pressed by them.  Keep a smile on your face.  Love from the center of who you are; donõt fake it.  Run for 

dear life from evil; hold on for dear life to good.  Be good friends who love deeply; practice playing second 

fiddle.  Donõt burn out; keep yourselves fueled and aflame.  Be alert servants of God, cheerfully expec-

tant.  Donõt quit in hard times; pray all the harder.  Help needy Christians; be inventive in hospitality. 

Bless your enemies; no cursing under your breath.  Laugh with your happy friends when theyõre happy; 

share tears when theyõre down.  Get along with each other; donõt be stuck up.  Make friends with nobod-

ies; donõt be the great somebody.  Donõt hit back; discover beauty in everyone.  If youõve got it in you, get 

along with everybody.  Donõt insist on getting even; thatõs not for you to do.  òIõll do the judging,ó says 

God.  òIõll take care of it.ó  Our scriptures tell us that if you see your enemy hungry, go  buy that person 

lunch, or if heõs thirsty, get him a drink.  Your generosity will surprise him with goodness.  Donõt let evil 

get the best of you; get the best of evil by doing good.   

Romans 12 from THE MESSAGE by Eugene H. Petersen  
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Social Action Update  

Remember 9/11 Through Service  

 Do you remember where you were when you heard about the planes striking the World 

Trade Towers on 9/11/01? It is one of those landmark events ñone of those colossal tragediesñ

by which Americans measure their lives. September 11 is a day whose events sparked intense 

reactions from all of us. Our view of the world has been forever changed. We cannot forget all 

those who died in New York, Washington, and Pennsylvania.  

 All are urged to take part in one or more of many service opportunities offered, we are 

highlighting three listed below. Please email the church office to sign up, or sign your name on 

the posted lists on Sunday, September 4.  

 Our participation will depend on your response and the projects in which you are inter-

ested.  

Interfaith Volunteer Project and Remembrance (Saturday, September 10; 8am -4pm) : 

Exciting Interfaith project for all ages, individuals, and families. Half day or full day special 

tornado repair project at South Sherman Heights Park and Playground. All skill levels and no 

skill level needed. Details to follow.  

East Lake Market Box Program (Saturday, September 10; 7am -12pm):  Volunteers are 

needed to help pack up and sort fresh fruit and veggies that will be delivered to area hoe bound 

seniors.  

Harvesting Sweet Potatoes at MB Presbyterian's Community Garden (Saturday, Sep-

tember 10; 8am -12pm):  Itõs sweet potato harvesting time at Mountain Brook Presbyterian's 

Community Garden! Volunteers are needed to help pick sweet potatoes and any other activity 

that is available. All food grown in the community garden is donated to a local food bank.  

DIY Care Kits for Veterans (Sunday, September 11 at Pilgrim after Worship):  The 9/11 

National Day of Service and Remembrance is a perfect time to create a Care kit for a local vet-

eran. The  Birmingham Department of Veteran Affairs has given us the following list of dona-

tions needed: underwear (male and female), shirts, pants, blankets, socks, dishes, towels, lin-

ens, lamps, used coats, & basic toiletry items. Please bring these items on September 11 if you 

wish to participate, and we will put them together.  

Volunteer opportunity at Pepper Place Saturday Market:  

Pilgrim will be volunteering at the Pepper Place Saturday Market 

this summer! Until our main effort starts up (helping get produce to 

local food programs), we will serve as general volunteers for the 

Market: sitting in the volunteer tent, answering questions, and sell-

ing Pepper Place Market tee -shirts ñan enjoyable way to meet peo-

ple and be part of the excitement of the market. We have 2 shifts 

from: 8:00 to 10:00 am, and from 10:00 to 12 noon. We will be volun-

teering every Saturday in September (3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th). Thank 

you to all who volunteered this summer in June and July!  

To volunteer, please email the 

church office or Franklin Biggs 

at chezcody@aol.com 
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Presleyõs Legacy 

 When I first became a member of Pilgrim, there was an older man named Presley In-

gram, who was a long time member and Trustee.  Presley was a small, unassuming man who 

had never married.  He lived simply and frugally.  He was a CPA by trade and because he had 

no family of his own, he helped to educate his neph-

ews.   He had been one of the first people to embrace 

Habitat for Humanityõs mission of affordable hous-

ing and had traveled to Africa with Millard Fuller to 

build homes there.  

I will always remember a meeting in the mid -

1980õs, in which Clyde Wilhelm and I were trying to 

sell the Trustees on hiring me part -time as Director 

of Christian Education.  We were told there wasnõt 

enough money, and the church couldnõt afford to add 

staff, and so on.  Then, very quietly, Presley said, 

òIõll put up the first monthõs salary.ó  It turned the 

tide for me and for the church.  Presley believed in 

Pilgrim and in the UCC.  He died not long after that 

meeting, quietly, in his sleep, and we later learned 

that he had left a considerable amount of money to 

Pilgrim, and over one -million dollars to Our 

Churchõs Wider Mission.  I will never forget that Presley took a chance on me. 

In his memory, Iõd like to set up the Presley Ingram Scholarship Fund.  I will contribute 

some seed money and pledge a monthly amount, and I invite you to do the same.  Most of us 

have been able to provide opportunities for our own children to see and experience the world 

beyond our borders.  With this fund, which will not be part of the operating budget of the 

church, we can assist families for whom providing such opportunities is simply not within their 

means.  Just as we provided money for Precious Palmer to use for college expenses, we could 

help other children both within and outside the church.  Itõs the kind of thing Presley would do. 

I look forward to hearing from you about this opportunity.  We have a goal of five -

thousand dollars to be raised over the course of this year.  Together we can help our young peo-

ple in the great educational tradition of the United Church of Christ and in the kindly manner 

of Presley Ingram.  

A New Birth!   Congratulations!  Natalie Anne 

Derryberry (9lbs 11 oz. 21 in.) was born on August 

11, 2011 to Emily and Bo and big sister, Kaylan.  

Emily is a former Pilgrim childcare worker and is 

the sister of Nathan Cooke and the aunt of Fairlyn 

and Larkin.  Welcome Natalie and Godõs blessings 

to all the family!   
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ALL Welcome:  2011 Fall Mtg.  Meeting of the Alabama -Tennessee Association      
September 30 -October 1  

 This event is open to everyone -   there are great programs and activities throughout which offer opportunity for 
learning, growth and "making connections" with other UCC folk in our region.   

 
Theme:  "Making Connections"  

Howard Congregational United Church of Christ    2802 Buchanan Street    Nashville, TN 37208 
Featuring 

Worship and Prayer led by students at Vanderbilt Divinity School 
Saturday morning Conversations on Queer Theology, Feminine Images of God, and the Reality of Heaven and Hell 

An Ecclesiastical Council for Benjamin Robert Konecny 
 

Registration, $25 payable to Howard Church.    
Please mail checks to:  Wanda Akins  Howard Congregational UCC     (at address above) 
 
Participants book own hotel rooms.  The hotels below will offer a special rate if you let them know you 
are with the Alabama-Tennessee Association.  You must book by September 15. 

Days Inn   221 N. 1st Street  Nashville, TN 37213  615-254-1551Price: $65 (deadline: 9/15) 
Comfort Inn   412 White Bridge Place  Nashville, TN 37209  615-356-0888 $75 by 9/15 

UCC Womenõs Southern Regional Meeting:  Friday October 7-Sunday Oct. 9, 2011  Blowing Rock, 

North CarolinañòA Faith Inspired Look Toward Wholeness;ó  Keynote Speaker, Ms. Barbara T. Baylor, 

Minister for Health Care Justice, Cleveland Conference Office. Workshops, entertainment, fellowship, 
relaxation in the beautiful NC mountains. Renew Spirit, Vitality and Power.   Brochures and Registra-

tion forms are at the front desk.  DEADLINE:    FORMS MUST BE TURNED IN TO CHURCH OF-

FICE BY SEPT. 11.   FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE -  Please contact Nancy Sales re. 

financial help or for more info about the conference @ 205-591-8908 or magoriannancy@yahoo.com 

Music Notes: A Silent Reflection  

 

The fruit of Silence is Prayer.  

The fruit of Prayer is Faith.  

The fruit of Faith is Love.  

The fruit of Love is Service.  
Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Founder of the Missionaries of Charity (1910 -1997) 

  
 Today's society provides a true cacophany of sound. Sound is everywhere! Sound is used to put us in a shopping 

mood, or an eating mood or in a dancing mood or a somber mood. Must we have music in elevators or department stores 

or some sort of sound, music, words, noise around us constantly?  

 Think about the discomfort that so often attends silence. We have unspoken rules about how long silence should 

last; the rules differ from person to person, tradition to tradition, and culture to culture. When  I  specifically plan  silence 

during a music service (Taize for example), I find myself counting to be sure that we have what seems enough, yet I tread 

lightly on pushing the comfort level too far. Maybe a push would take us to a  deeper connection with our own spiritual 

mysteries or  provide the mirror needed to see our own masks.   

  Fortunately, there is silence between words and between lyrics or verses of a hymn. Fortunately, there is silence 

that surrounds prayer. Often what is  NOT said or sung is  even more powerful than word and sound.  Not to worry 

though. We will certainly continue our songs and hymns of worship, praise and prayer with a definite bow to the silence 

that resides therein.  

  Tim  

mailto:magoriannancy@yahoo.com


Lections for September 2011  
September 4:   Exodus 12: 1-14; Psalm 149, 
119:33-40; Ezekiel 33: 7-11; Romans 13: 8-14; 
Matthew 18: 15-20 
 
September 11: Exodus 14: 19-31, 15: 16-11, 20-
21; Psalm 114, 103: (1-7), 8-13; Genesis 50: 15-
21; Romans 14: 1-12; Matthew 18: 21-35 
 
September 18: Exodus 16: 2-15; Psalm 105: 1-6, 
145: 1-8, 37-45; John 3: 10-4:11; Philippians 1: 
21-30; Matthew 20: 1-16 
 
September 25:  Exodus 17: 1-7; psalm 78: 1-4, 
12-16, 25: 1-9; Ezekiel 18: 1-4, 25-32; 
Philippians 2: 1-13; Matthew 21: 23-32 
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     1 - Phyllis Mark & 

Nancy Richmond  

     4 ð Jane Philips, 

Brian Bennett & 

Melissa Precise        

     9 - Trey Noland               

& Martha Herring  

    16 ð Dick Sales  

    

 

 

 22 ð Skip Erb  

  23 ð Linda Lavender  

24 - Sally Harris  

September BIRTHDAYS  

September Anniversaries  

22 - Martha and Terry Herringõs Anni-

versary  

CHURCH WEBSITE  Donõt Forget to check out our web-
site at www.pilgrimuccbham.org for regular updates on 
what is going on at the church!  The events calendar will 
keep you posted on all the latest happenings, and additional 
material is being added regularly to the site.  We extend a 
BIG THANK YOU to John Williams and Gary Abel for all 
the improvements and ongoing work on the website! 

Join us for the 20th Annual Magic City 

Aids Walk. Pilgrim Church will have itõs 

own team. If you are interested, please 

contact Sally Harris at sallyghar-

ris@gmail.com  

http://www.pilgrimuccbham.org
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Pilgrimõs  

Progress 
September 2011 

òGod is Still Speakingó 

 

 

 
To view this newsletter in color online, go 

to www.pilgrimuccbham.org. Click the 

ÓÐÕÒɯɁÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯÕÌÞÚÓÌÛÛÌÙɂɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÉÖÛÛÖÔɯÖÍɯ

the page. You should be able to either open 

the document or save it to your computer.  

It will be in Adobe Acrobat format. 

Office closed September 5. Happy 
Labor day! 

_t~st lÖ~ę`qqtnpęYzõ}~µę 

mwf 9am-1pm. 

See all the many service and 
mission opportunities in this 

newsletter! Put your faith into 
action! 


