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pil -grim (pilgrim) n. a person who makes a journey to some sacred place.
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Thank God For Pilgrim!

NOVEMBER 2010

Sunday School 10am
Worship 11lam

Church Office hours:
Monday-Friday
9am¢ 1pm

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Janet Boyd Weidler
Moderator: Carol Schulz
Christian Ed & Church Development:
Linda Miner
Music Director: Tim Tipton
Admin Assistant: Susan Wood

IDENTITY STATEMENT
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I AM an open and loving
witness for liberal Christianity in
the Birmingham area. | stand with
those who seek justice and peace
for all people. | AM accepting and

inclusive. | embrace all people.

| AM a home where people are
encouraged: TO seek their own

answers, TO explore their

spiritual lives.

IAM Ewi 0000PI Uwob
love can transform us all.

As we enter the month of

reflect on our journey with Pilgrim, and

November and the season of Thanksgiving, AT T OEAAOq O7TEAO Al ) ¢
| am especially aware of HOW THANKFUL bffering on this new phase of our journey,

AM FOR PILGRIM CHURCH!

| am so grateful to be a part of a
diverse faith community in which all are
truly welcome- a community which seeks
to support each person on his or her faith
journey, wherever that may be, and which
has a strong commitment to ministries of
compassion and justice.

| have also heard many others

speak of how thankful they are for Pilgrim.

What do YOU appreciate and love about
this church? | am very interested in how
each member and friend of Pilgrim would
respond to this question, in learning more
about how you got to Pilgrim, and what is
most important to you going forward. To

so that Pilgrim can move toward the future
as a healthy, growing, active Body of Christ,
committed to being Christ in the world
today.

Everyone will soon be receiving an
invitation to attend one of the small group
gatheringss x A6 OA AEOEAAA OEA
congregation up into groups of 46,
according to neighborhood or schedules,
and set up dates, places and times for each
coOi 6p O1 CAOEAOS ) £ Ul
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another group for you. If you are a visitor
to Pilgrim and would like to take part in
these groups, please let Linda or me know
and we will happily find a small group

this end, we are asking the congregation to meeting for you that works with your

meet in small groups over the next few

weeks, for conversation and refreshments.

It will be give me the opportunity to get to
know everyone better, and for all of us to

schedule.
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May we all come together to build up the
Body of Christ here at Pilgrim by listening

dialogue together in small gatherings about to one another, strengthening our

These small group gatherings are God, appreciating what we have here,

also part of our November Stewardship

discerning what we need to do next,
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member, to encourage each one to offer his

or her gifts, and to work together to BE

And please join us on Sunday,
Nov. 21- a special day of Thanksgiving and

#EOEOO80 Al AU ET  OE Ae-dedicatibnal weidédicaie® Ais ol ¢
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group gatherings will allow us to reflect on Thanksgiving feast - come one and all!

who we are as the Body of Christ at Pilgrim,

uand vihsh Godusucalfrg T toibe and do.
They will give us a good opportunity to

Grace and Peace,

Janet Boyd Weidler

2 REMEMBER: DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER
TRANF%RM'NC?;‘ "/ 7,2010. BE SURE TO MARK YOUR CALENDARS TO TURN YOUR CLOCKS
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CHURGCHES,

el e, 2 BACK ONE HOUR BEFORE GOING TO BED SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6.
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November Calendar

Sunday School- 10am each Sunday

Worship Service - 11am each Sunday with
Fellowship Time after Worship

Tuesday, November 2 7 (Election Day) z Social Action
Committee, 11:30 am brown bag at Pilgrim

November 5-6, 2010, Friday and Saturday ?
Alabama/Tennessee Assn. UCC, Fall Gathering,(many
opportunities for education on social action issues,
worship, etc. including Kate Campbell Concert Friday
evening) ***Special Offering taken for Back Bay Mission
in Biloxi Mississippi

Sunday, November 7 - 11am Worship with Communion,
All Saints Sunday Observance, Food Collection for GBM.
We will remember friends and loved ones who have
departed this life 2 please give names of those you
would like printed in the bulletin for remembrance,

and if you would like, bring a candle to light in memory
of loved ones who have passed on.

Friday. November 12 7 Cook at Firehouse Shelter
(Children and Youth Group)

Sunday, November 14 - 11am Worship
Wednesday, November 17 z Thanksgiving Supper at

Southtown Project, Volunteers from Pilgrim will serve
the meal

Friday. November 19 7z Firehouse Shelter Benefit at
B&A Warehouse

Sunday, November 21 - 11am Worship with
Communion, Dedication Sunday/Thanksgiving
Sunday? Bring your financial pledge cards and
time/talent forms. Thanksgiving Meal after Worship

Sunday, November 28 - 11am Worship, Begin
collections for GBM Christmas needs

December (continue collecting for GBM Christmas
needs)

Wednesday, December 1 7 World AIDS Day

Sunday, December 5 z Food Collection for GBM

Tuesday. December 7 z Social Action Committee
brown bag meeting, 11:30am at Pilgrim

Friday, December 10 7 Cook at Firehouse Shelter

Sunday. December 19z 0# EOEOOI AO & O1
Special Offering
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AT PILGRIM CHURCH

B -1 -G Thanks to Melissa Precise
for designing this fabulous logo
for our stewardship campaign!

| Corinthians 12:14 -27

14ndeed, the body does not consist of one member but

many7If the whole body were an eye, where would the

hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would
the sense of smell be?If all were a single member, where
would the body be®@As it is, there are many members, yet

onebodyz4 EA AUA AATT T O OAU Ol
I £ Ui 6éh 110 ACAEI OEA EAA
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dissension within the body, but the members may have th
same care for one anothe¥lIf one member suffers, all suffe
together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice
together with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ
and individually members of it.
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C_Dklow you are the Body of Christ and individually
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| Corinthians 12, Paul describes the church as the Body of
Christ. Each member of the body is essential to the healthy
functioning of the whole; and all have differing but equally
valuable gifts to offer, all of which together enable the churcl
to do the work of Christ in the world. As we give thanks for
being in our new space, and for the gift of this church, let us

O"I-AOEI AET ¢6 AO OEI COEI
everyone in the congregation into a group of 4, according to
either geographical location or schedule, and have set up
dates and places for each group at varying times of day.
Notifications about which group everyone is in and when/
where it will meet are being prepared, so watch for this in
emails or regular mail. Please be sureto RSMPA UT O
attend the gathering for which you are scheduled, we will
find another one for you. A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL

WHO ARE HOSTING THESE GATHERINGS!
Nov. 7, 12, 21: Stewardship Moments in Worship

Nov. 21: Dedication Sunday/Thanksgiving Sunday:
Bring your pledge cards and time/talent forms and we will
dedicate them to God, give thanks for all our blessings,
especially for the blessing of this Church, and share a
celebratory Thanksgiving meal together after worship!
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consider the invaluable part each member of the Body of
Christ here in this congregation plays. As we look ahead to
our first full year in our new location, and at all the
opportunities for revitalization and growth that are ahead of
us, let us consider how we can all come together to offer our|
gifts, support one another, and build up the Body of Christ
here at Pilgrim Church!

A stewardship mailing has been sent to the
congregation, with a financial pledge card as well as a time
talent form. We ask that you read the material carefully, and
take some time to prayerfully consider what you will offer for
"TA30 xi OE AO OEI COEiIi ET OE
completed pledge cards and time/talent forms to church on
Dedication Sunday, Nov. 21.

We have a wonderful variety of gifts among us. Let

"""" I OOOATI OAO Oi O0EI
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talent and treasure? are all essential if the Body of Christ
here at Pilgrim is going to thrive and grow and minister to
the community & the world.

3i All COi 6D CAOEAOET CO
stewardship program (see article by our pastor). We are
hoping for 100% participation in these small groups, so that
our pastor can get to know us better, and so that we can
reflect intentionally about our journey with Pilgrim, what we
believe we are called to do and be in the future, and what we
would like to offer to help Pilgrim fulfill its mission.

In this season of Stewardship and Thanksgiving,

, AO6O OEATE 'IT A £ O OEI COEI
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AND renew our commitment to be the Body of Christ in 2011
- in this new time and new place!

Here is an overview of what the Church Council,
*ATAO AT A ,ETAA EAOA bl ATTA
emphasis

1573 weeks of November: Small Group Gatherings
to share our individual journeys with Pilgrim, and our hopes
and dreams for that journey in the future. We have placed

Stewardship Small Group
Meeting Schedule

Please watch your mail for an invitation to attend
ITA T £ OEAOAR AT A bl AAOA
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mail, please call the church office.

Youth of Church, (ages-38), meet with Janet & Linda

Sunday, Nov. 7, After Church: Light Lunch.
¢ B®t digha & pr@reniateghush AAGET ¢
"0 Q5 Querfin RR.E, 600 FRAD | @%b 44 6 QG ok
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Hosts: Melissa & David Precise, their home
A ORuesdy Qdv. 9 1. B AR Qight EBncREE O UAA
Host: Ethel Owen, her home

Friday evening Nov. 12, 6:30 PM: Wine and Cheese/
Appetizers.
Hosts: Harry & Sharon Nelson, their home

Saturday, Nov. 13, 5:00 PM: Soup & Cornbread.
8T NIRRT SEBRAPRE TS o 4
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Hosts: Carol Schulz & Bob Greene, their home

Sunday afternoon, Nov. 14, 4:307z6:00 PM:

Hosts: Brandi & Nathan Cooke, their home

Tuesday Nov. 16, 11:45 AM: Light Lunch.
Host: Jennifer Sanders, her home

A Shriddy FoictG31, BffeACh@ ch Pizza & GoAverdatioA:O B 1
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Early in October, Janet, Linda, Harry, David and | participated in a conference call with Cameron Trimble and

Jim Powell, of the Center for Progressive Renewal in Atlanta. Cameron and Jim agreed to work as our

coaches as we begin the next phase of Pilgrimbés renewal
consultant as we decided to move from the Blue Roof, and she also supported our Search Committee. We

will begin with a period of spiritual discernment for the entire congregation, followed by a detailed plan to

revitalize and grow the church. Youdl | be hearing a | ot 1

Shortly after that conversation, I had a dream that 186d |

| had been working with Cameron and a team of Pilgrim members on our reach for renewal. It was

time to present our plans to the larger group. We were standing on a small stage, and when | looked

up, | realized we were in a huge auditorium filled with people, mostly children. Oddly enough, | was

not nervous, although | was not sure what | was going to say to this large audience. When it came my

turn to speak, I noticed that | could not hear the aud
be done about it, and she handed me a small device, like a cell phone, to use. When | spoke into it, |

got a response from just one young person, but it was enough. | had the courage to continue with my

speech. Sorry, | wokeupthen il cané6ét tell you what | actwually said :

| am enthusiastic about our plans to become a revitalized church. | am very much looking forward to working

with Cameron and Jim as we move into the future. Al t houg!t
be, I dm sure it wildl be about inclusiveness, education, ar
which will be receptive. And, I dm positive that even if I

speak to one person about my enthusiasm for Pilgrim. If we all participate, think how effective we can be!

I think wedre making a good start on our revitalization.
group gatherings with Janet and Linda. We will have the opportunity to share our individual journeys with

Pilgrim, and our hopes and dreams for that journey in the future. By speaking to each other, and getting to

know Janet better, we will begin the process of discerning who we are and who we want to be. That journey

will then be extended into 2011 as we work out our plans to move ahead.

Our journey cannot be accomplished without full participation from all of us. That participation starts with

joining in a smal/ Stewardship gathering, and then giving
we tend, nurture, use and share all God has given us. Stewardship is another word for discipleship A living out

love for God and neighbor, serving God and neighbor with our time, talent, and treasure (in other words all

that we have and all that we are). o

| 8dm | ooking forward to sharing our dreams and our discipl e
together on the journey!

God be with you,

Carol
Food Collection for PILGRIM To view this newsletter
S e EWAIL LiET sl e
Ministries We are updating our email ‘ #'[IJ g AE OEA g'i el g
On November 7th, people will distr?bution list. If you are not already on TAxOI AROBAODE AOl OE,
bring food contributions forward the list and receiving regular news from us, page. You should be able to
to the altar. Please consider please provide your current email address || aither open the document or saye
prayerfully what you can share || when you sign the friendship pads or by it to your computer. It will be in
with those less fortunate. contacting the church office. Adobe Acrobat format.
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The Reality of the Inner Life

0The specific experience | dm talking about has given
precedes being, and not the other way aroundét he |sal"
nowhere else than in the human heart, in the human power to reflect, in human

meekness and in human responsibilityéo

Vaclav Havel, President of Czechoslovakia

OWe can remind ourselves that we have a |l ong and]|cr.i
of thought of believing in the external world much more deeply than we believe in the
internal world. o

Parker Palmer, Leading from Within

I am sometimes asked the question, O0OWhatds the difl|fere
the best ways | know to explain it is that religion deals with the outer world, and spirituality with the inner world.

Religion gives us a set of guidelines and ethics for |Iivi
neighbor as yourself. Religion helps us to create communities of likeminded people and teaches us how to

relate to each other within that community. Spirituality
and spirituality directs us 6down and in.® Spirituality i
divine.

Bar bara Br own TAaAlthrmithé Worlth o degcribes her personal faith journey and the
everyday practices she uses to bring her inner world and her outer world together. She writes about spiritual
practices such as paying attention, getting lost and wearing skin. She helps her readers understand that the
journey inward and downward need not be complicated. It simply requires self -awareness.

Americands are, for the most part, extroverted peolpl e.
religious systems to externalize our |ives. Wedre giyven
for serving those in need, and wedr e db outimthetwbrd.t Unfartusately,t rf ul y
if wedve failed to take the journey inward, where we wil/

outwardly in a manner that actually harms others. If we fail to recognize our personal darkness, we will
externalize it onto an unsuspecting world. A spiritual practice that leads inward helps us to know who we
really are, both the good and the bad.

In the world today, there is a need for leaders who know who they are. Leaders who are secure
enough to know that who they are, and what they do, are not the same thing, whose identity is not tied to
titles or degrees. Leaders who are grounded in self ~ -knowledge are capable of leading from within, and not
merely from the demands of their egos. Let us pray for such leaders. And while we are waiting, let us
undertake the inward and downward journey into ourselves so that all our actions may be directed by
conscious awareness and not by illusion.
In the spirit,

Jane Philips

Eco-Friendly Tips for November

Never put water down the drain when there may be
another use for it such as watering a plant or garden, or
cleaning. Unplug cell phone chargers and video games
when they are not in use. Many of these continue to use

electricity even when you are not using them.
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PILGRIM TO HOST
ALA/TENN FALL GATHERING :
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS and
Invitation to Attend

On Friday night and Saturday Novembert
and 6h Pilgrim will host the Ala/Tenn UCC Fall
Gathering. Planning is underway to ensure that
AOOAT AARAO AGPAOEAT AA
and hospitality.

We will need people to help with
preparing the space for the weekend, assist
with meals and snacks, greet people and assist
with registration.

Please pray about how you can respond to

this call for hospitality. Please contact Linda if you

have an interest in being of service during this
event.

Make plans to attend as much of the
gathering as you can but especially plan to hear
*AT AO POAAAE 11 &OEAAL
concert following worship.

We are blessed to hosKate Campbell in concert
Friday, November 5She will be here in conjunctior
with the Fall Gathering. Tickets are $15 each. Fo
more information about Kate, please visit her
website, www.katecampbell.com .

l
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because hospitality is more than just a slogan

Z/[ warm welcome gulf coast

Special Offering For Back Bay
Mission During Fall Gathering

During the Fall Gathering of the Aldlenn
Association of the UCC, November@& we will take a
special offering for the work of the Back Bay Mission in
Biloxi, Mississippi. For more than 80 years the Back
Bay Mission has been reaching out to the poor and
marginalized people in Biloxi. It was founded by a locg
UCC congregation to address the needs of poor
fishermen and their families along the Gulf Coast.

Today, Back Bay Mission continues to provide
CRYIIRNCY REYEER IO 1€ POOK £5
homeless, advocacy for social jusfice issues, volunteer
built housing and re-habbing of storm damaged
housing, and many other kinds of compassionate
assistance.

In August, 2006, Hurricane Katrina destroyed
six of seven buildings at the Back Bay Mission. Within
weeks, the mission resumed its programs for people in
need. The UCC has sent thousands of volunteers to
assist in rebuilding and rehabbing stormdamaged
homes in the Biloxi area. In the aftermath of the BP oil
spill, the mission has answered the needs of fishermen
and others whose livelihoods have been wiped out.

Our gifts to Back Bay Mission provide food,
clothing, sleeping bags, shower coupons,
transportation, and prescription drug assistance for the
poor and the homeless. Our contributions also help
with the rebuilding of the Mission facilities, and with
ongoing postKatrina construction. Through the Back
Bay Mission, we have an opportunity to reach out in
1TO0A O1 Al "1 A0 PAI PIA
area.

For more information about the Back Bay
Mission, see their website at
www.thebackbaymission.org

Jources{of the 3 4l
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http://www.thebackbaymission.org
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Lections for November 2010

November 7: Hag. 1:15b? 2:9, Psalm 145:1-
5,17-21, 2 Thess. 2:1-5, 13-17,
Luke 20:27 -38

November 14: Isaiah 65:17 -25, Isaiah 12, 2
Thess 3:6-13, Luke 21:5-19

November 21: Jer. 23:1-6, Luke 1:68-79,
Col. 1:11-20

November 28: Isa. 2:1-5, Ps. 122,
Rom. 13:11-14, Matt. 24:36 -44

Friend -Raising Weekend,

November 5-7

/T &OEAAUR .1 OAT AAO
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internet. Its purpose is to introduce people to the
distinctive qualities of the United church of Christ.
Among these qualities are: our belief in a continuing
OAOGOAT AT O j 0T A EO OOEI I
welcome extended to all people, and our witness to the
OOAT O&I OIT ET C PI xAO T &£ "1 A
AEAT CET C 1 EOAO8G Q

The video will be released Friday, November 5,
at 9am Eastern Time. We hope that when you receive it
you will post it on your Facebook page, or forward it to
friends and family, along with a personal invitation to
ETET OO0 EI xi OOEED 11 301
ET OEOAOEF & OEA 30# # 6RaisingA OE
7AREAT AA Y81 EIPEI C UI O x
this Sunday. We promise you an extravagant welcome!

Our Kate Campbell Concert here at Pilgrim on
Friday night at 8:00pm provides us another opportunity
to invite new folks to a program at our church. Kate is g
wonderful musician and a funny, delightful performer.
Bring a friend to the concert and introduce them to the
Pilgrim community.

Y
h

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

2 z Laurella Owens
5 - Blake Teasley

14 7z Lillian Nelson
14 - Karen Eargle

17 - Terry Herring
19 z Fran Feazel

23 z Bill Barclift

30 z Longin Soverow
30 z Amanda Pierce

h

A Note from Linda

Annual Pilgrim Thanksgiving Feast
November 21, 2010

Plan to attend our Dedication/Thanksgiving
Sunday and stay for our Thanksgiving Feast following
worship.

Invite a friend and bring your favorite food to
OEAOAsS8 AEEO EAO AAAT I A
Sunday for Pilgrim. What a great time to celebrate
and give thanks for what Pilgrim has been, what we
are today and what we have yet to become!

PILGRIM

CHURCH

United Church of Christ

2817 6th Ave. South
Birmingham, AL 35233
(205) 731 0999
www.pilgrimuccbham.org
pilgrimuccbham@bellsouth.net
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