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pil -grim (pilgrim) n. a person who makes a journey to some sacred place.
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Sunday School 10am
Worship 11am

Church Office hours:
Monday-Friday
9amt 1pm

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Janet Boyd Weidler
Moderator: David Precise
Christian Ed & Church Develop-
ment:
Linda Miner
Music Director: Tim Tipton

IDENTITY STATEMENT
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I AM an open and loving
witness for liberal Christianity in
the Birmingham area. | stand with
those who seek justice and peace
for all people. | AM accepting and
inclusive. | embrace all people. |
AM a home where people are
encouraged: TO seek their own
answers, TO explore their
spiritual lives.
IAM Ewi 66006pP1 Uwod
love can transform us all.
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In an online preaching journal | receive, The Rev. Dr. Roger Lovette of
Birmingham, a nationally known pastor, preacher, author and commentator on faith &
contemporary issues, wrote:
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The Royal Wedding is finally behind us and American Idol has a new celebrity.
We've discovered that our president really does have a bona fide birth certificate and
much of the South is still recovering from one of the worst storms in its history. Itis a
good time to open the lectionary and see what God has to say to us. Two weeks ago, we
celebrated Easter. Remember? In our-faested world we talk a lot about moving on.
We've done Easter what's next? Well, what's next is unpacking the implications of the
Open Tomb even for those who did not win at American Idol or those who are trying to
rebuild their |Iives after destructive st

Easter Sunday is past, deasorofHablelastsdés a
50 days. The good news of Resurrection takes time to contemplate, process, celebrate
and |ive; hence, the fAiGreat Fifty Dayso

It was just a few days into the Easter season that the deadly tornados wrought
such destruction here in Alabama and el ¢
seems to be at odds with all the havoc and pain of lost lives, lost homes and lost
businesses which these storms have caused.

Those who have | ost so much are the
Easter the most, and each of us can be bearers of that new life. As we give of ourselves
and our resources, each of us can be fie\
something that happened in the past, but that it happens now!

The United Church of Christ is conducting an emergency appeal for storm
victims in the South, our conference and national staff and UCC folks around the country
are reaching out to offer help, and The Rev. Angie Wright and LeNard Brown are
Aarvinggag,our Southeast Conferences Disaster Response Coordinators. Pilgrim folks are
getting involved in a variety of ways; some are volunteering with H&mdBham
through the UAB Cares Team begun by Sarah Rogers. Pilgrim has also started a team
with Hands On Bham: UCC LoveWorks (see article elsewhere on how to register). If
you can, please sign up for one of these teams and watch your email for more info.
There has been a wonderful outpouring of support and assistance for tornado victims
from people around the state and beyond (including President Obama!)

Let us continue to pray for all who are dealing with and responding to tragic
losses, and to work and serve in whatever way we can. If the mission of the church is to
love the world as God loves it, (as suggested by Parker Palmer), then there are abundant
opportunities for doing so in our midst
energies be with all, empowering us to live into and embody the new life of Easter. May
' (l)’go"fuf&aoﬁ?,tl’“brming l ove be with all

In Easter faith and hope,
Janet Boyd Weidler



Council Notes 8 A message from Mandy

When | came to Pilgrim five years ago, | was about as far from religion as | had ever been. | could spout
out my negativity about religion and its tumultuous effects on the world at any given moment, but |

didn't have a whole lot of nice things to say. My idea of a church service was based on my childhood
spent in a Southern Baptist church in North Alabama. | went to college with a bunch of people just like
me, which didn't broaden my perspective very much. Then | spent a number of years almost completely
separated from the church, only spending time as a paid pianist for a Southern Baptist church in
Nashville, which | secretly wished to change into something | could love and live with. That never
happened, and my cynicism flourished.

Having children put things in a very different perspective for me. It wasn't just me | was thinking about
all the time, | quickly realized. My world was rocked by the fact that | knew | wasn't alone in the world
anymore, and everything | did impacted these precious lives and souls. Everything. | felt that | couldn't
continue floating through my life being cynical and sour about church, religion, or people who were

positive and enthusiastic about those very things.

But, as children have the uncanny ability to do, my daughter unwittingly opened up an avenue to me

that | hadn't anticipated or sought. Her visits to Pilgrim had introduced her to Linda and Elaine, and

she was on a mission to make me visit and see for myself why she liked them so much. | found myself
driving her to Church at Pilgrim. Five years later, Pilgrim has evolved, rolled with the changes,

weathered a few small storms, and arrived at a new and beautiful place. | sort of feel the same way

about myself, though | wouldn't say I've "arrived". Nor has Pilgrim, | guess, and | hope it never will. |

hope it always moves, changes, bends, adapts, and grows with the needs of the people who choose to be a
part of it.

| took on the position of Worship Chair as dear, sweet, organized Polly Hansen was leaving for

Wisconsin. My goal was to maintain the status quo in a way that would cause the least disruption. For a

while this was manageable, but | started to see the role in a new light. The true scope and weight of the

position became evident. As saw it, Pilgrim was a church that had always thrived on doing things in a

bold and creative way, while maintaining a beautifully traditional type of worship service. | saw the

traditional part happening each week, but | wasn't doing anything that could be considered creative and

thought -provoking. After Pastor Janet arrived and began to settle in to her new role, | decided to get

serious about this oworship chairo6 thing: | organize

The committee consists of Jennifer Sanders, Libba Owen, Virginia Wallace, Melissa Precise, me, Sally
Harris, and Sharon Nelson as a consultant. We have met only a few times, but between us, Pastor Janet,
David Precise, and Tim Tipton, we are all committed to working very hard to make worship a very

special experience for everyone, every week. There's a lot to consider when planning and organizing a
worship service, and differing opinions often make it a challenge, if only among the members of the
committee and the worship participants. One can imagine that for each of us, there are five more

different opinions among the congregation i it's easy to see how difficult it can be to please everyone.

That's what we'll continue to try to do, all the while seeking to attract new members and grow as a
church. I relish the role | play as part of the worship committee. It allows me to exercise my artistic
creativity as well as serve the church and its members. It's something | enjoy, being part of something
that | can help to shape and nourish. But just knowing that there is a wealth of intelligence and artistic
talent O0Obuzzing aboutodé in the congregation and nearb
fantastic worship services that are waiting to take place at Pilgrim.
-Mandy Pierce
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May Calendar

Sunday Schoael 10am each Sunday
Worship Service 11am each Sunday with Fellowship Tin
after Worship

Yoga;, 11am each Saturday

Sunday, May 1€ommunion Sunday;
GBM food collectiog bring items May 8 if you missed May 1!

Monday, May 2:Church Council Meeting;
Supper @5:30pm, meeting @6pm

Wednesday, May 4Food for Thought Wednesday
Speaker: Carolyn Foster from Greater Birmingham Ministries
Supper @5:30pm, speaker @6:15pm

Friday, May 6Everyday Spirituality small group startiggs:30
pm; a light meal followed by a meaty discussion.

*For more information, contact Jane Phillips @ 2692-2604 or
jmp8465@gmail.com.;

Sunday, May8a 2 i KSNR& 5F&T CSaiAgdl
Observation of UCE L2 Yy a2 NBR LYYAINI yii

Monday, May 9Pastoral Relations Committee meeting @5:30(

Tuesday, May 10Social Action Committee Meeting @5:30pm

Wednesday, May 11Pilgrim Chorale Practice; Experienced ang
Amateur singers welcome!

Thursday, May 12YouthServe Volunteer Luncheon @11:30 at
Pilgrim

Friday, May 13Help cook supper at Firehouse Shelter (For mof

information, contact Sally Harris at sallygharris@gmail.com or
979.5149); Spirituality small groug 6:30 pm

Friday, May 18 Saturday, May 14Alabama/Tennessee
Association, SE Conference, UCC, Spring Gathering, Pilgrim
Congregational UGQChattanooga, TN;

May Calendar

Friday, May 20Everyday Spirituality small group6:30 pm;
*For more information, contact Jane Phillips @ 2692
3604 or jmp8465@gmail.com.

Sunday, May 22Communion Sunday; Celebration of UCC
Ordained Ministerial Standing of Linda Miner (See invitatio
below!)

Wednesday, May 25Pilgrim Chorale Practice

Friday, May 62 Everyday Spirituality small groug 6:30 pm;
*For more information, contact Jane Phillips @ 2692-
2604 or jmp8465@gmail.com.

Sunday, May 29Music Sunday and Memorial Day Weeken

R YOU AREINVITED!
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SUNDAY, MAY 22

11AM WORSHIPSERVICE@ BLGRIM

A CELEBRATIONOF THE

AND THE GRANTINGOFUCC
MINISTERIAL STANDING

BY THE ALABAMA/T ENNESSEE
ASSOCIATION

NEVERPLACEA PERIODWHEREGODHAS
PUTA COMMA

GOD IS STILL SPEAKING
BB
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Sunday, May 156 DdzSa i ¢ LINBIF OKSNE- { I
perishable snacks to fill snack bags for Highlands United
Methodist Church soup kitchen.

Wednesday, May 18~ood for Thought Wednesday

Supper @5:30pm, program @6:15pm

Speakers: Nancy Richmond and Brian Bennett with a
presentation from the National Alliance for Mental lllnesses

YOU WILL NOT WANT TO MISS THIS VEHRIINSH"ROGRAN'!
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We are updating our email distribution
list. If you are not already on the list
and receiving regular news from us,
please provide your current email
address when you sign the friendship

pads or by contacting the church office.




Social Action Update

Four Ways to Help Feed the Hungry in May

Sign up to help with our new project at the Pepper Place Market now
through May 30. Beginning Saturday, May 14, Pilgrim will supply volunteers
during market hours (7am -12:30pm) to accept donations of fresh produce.
Farmers can donate ripe produce that does
produce to donate to Pepper Placeds 0Ston
up donated produce and get it ready for Magic City Harvest to pick it up for
distribution.

To sign up for all or part of a Saturday morning, email Sally at
sallygharris@gmail.com or call her at 979.5149.

Sunday, May 1. Bring your non -perishable food items for Greater Birmingham Ministries
to distribute

Friday, May 13:  Sign up to help cook supper at the Firehouse Shelter. Email Sally Harris
at sallygharris@gmail.com

Sunday, May 15: Bring non -perishable snack items. Last month we assembled more than
135 sacks of snacks to be given out at the soup kitchen of Highlands United Methodist Church.

On Sunday, May 22, donate used Food For Thought Wednesdays
household items to Firehouse Transitional

and Permanent Housing residents. Supper begins at 5:30 pm, and the speaker will

begin at 6:15pm.

Last month, Doug Kovach, director of
Housing for Firehouse Ministries, told our
Food for Thought group about the needs of May 4 - Speaker: Carolyn Foster from
formerly homeless men for items for their Greater Birmingham Ministries
apartments. Doug said that though these _
men are working, their incomes are low, and | May 18 8 Speaker: Nancy Richmond and
about 30% of what they make goes toward Brian Bennett with a presentation from the
rent. They have little to buy household items
such as sheets, towels, utensils, dishes, fans,
small televisions, lamps, side tables, pots
and pans, etc.

We ask you to look into your closets,
basements and attics to find usable house-
hold items, beddings, linens, or small appli-
ances. Fans are especially needed with hot
weather coming up. Bring these items to
Church on May 22.




Tornado Relief Efforts
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updates on tornado reliefs on their website.

Instructions to Register:
We encourage

Join UCC LoveWorks Team

What 6s That Il n the Middle of t he

| heard the question that is the title of this article from some of those
who walked into the common area at Pilgrim about 8 weeks ago. Others might
have heard similar words as well. Some might have thought but not spoken

these words. The concise -@hswartikabgt
more hel pful response might be, 0lto&s
focus their thoughts and quiet the min
history of the labyrinth is not certain but there is evidence that humans have

known of this symbol for at |l east four

It is difficult to introduce and fully explain the labyrinth as a spiritual
tool in a few sentences. In her book Walking a Sacred Path, Lauren Artress dis-
tinguishes a maze, which offers many exits, from the labyrinth which offers one
way in and out. O0The wunicursal path of
and sets it apart as a spiritual tool. The labyrinth does not engage our thinking minds. It invites our intuitive, pat-
tern -seeking, symbolic mind to come forth. It presents us with only one, but profound choice. To enter a labyrinth
is to choose to walk a spiritual path.dé (p.52).

Throughout the 40 days of Lent, 39 people walked the labyrinth on Thursdays at Pilgrim. Five of those who
walked are regular participants in our Pilgrim community. The other 34 folks came from the greater Birmingham
community. On two separate Thursdays, we were blessed to host groups from an outpatient recovery program.
Nine men and 15 women suspended their judgment of the unknown as they walked and reflected on their
thoughts, feelings, and experiences. Motorcycle and cowboy boots were removed and socked feet found their way
along the path. The thoughts, feelings, and experiences shared took the form of poems, artwork, plans, prayers,
tears, and silence.

rinth. A labyrinth graced the grounds of the site of t
and mourned. Children skipped and ran round its pattern. Folks walked it time and again attempting to discern
direction and clarity for their |ives. o

Our outdoor labyrinth has begun to take shape to the rear of the building beside the playground. Jane Phil-
lips laid the stones for the design. Sharon Nelson is researching the kind of native greenery that will work best in
this post. Plans are underway for the current Pilgrim outdoor labyrinth to be completed in May. As Pilgrim contin-
ues to make this physical space our home, the labyrinth continues to offer opportunities to encounter Self and the
Divine so that we might be strengthened for service to and with the Other.

Strength for the Journey,
Linda

Anot her possible answer to the question posed coul d
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Go to www.handsonbirmingham.org ALL UCCers
7o O Meftt ‘Z—e_t1t"e6 - —Slfe 0"F%co—1"0 gndf_riendsto \
. . - ’ . join the| oUCC
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