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 pil -grim (pilgrim) n. a person who makes a journey to some sacred place. 

 

IDENTITY STATEMENT 
   ) !- 0),'2)- #(52#(ȣ  

 

I AM an open and loving  
witness for liberal Christianity in 

the Birmingham area.  
I stand with those who seek 

justice and peace for all people.  
I AM accepting and inclusive.  

I embrace all people.   
I AM a home where people are 
encouraged:  TO seek their own 

answers, TO explore their 
spiritual lives.   

I AM a follower of Jesus.   
'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÃÁÎ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍ ÕÓ ÁÌÌȢ 

Thank you Pilgrims for a 
wonderful Installation Sunday on 
&ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ φȦ  9ÏÕ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÏÕÔ ȰÉÎ 
ÆÏÒÃÅȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÇÉÆÔ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÃÅȟ 
but you also gave me two wonderful 
preaching commentaries from the 
Ȱ&ÅÁÓÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÄȱ ÓÅÒÉÅÓȟ ÅÄȢ ÂÙ 
Barbara Brown Taylor.  You brought 
many, many delicious dishes for the 
lunch, which everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed-  what a delightful and 
delicious feast! David Precise fulfilled 
his role of Moderator superbly. Sally 
Harris, Mandy Pierce and Rhoda 
Morgan did a marvelous job with 
decorations and set up and 
coordination/planning; and your many 
hands pitched in with clean up and 
other help as needed!  Our talented and 
dedicated Church Staff put forth extra 
efforts as did my own loving family!   
My Hendersonville, North Carolina 
church family sent beautiful flowers, 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 0ÉÌÇÒÉÍ #ÈÏÒÁÌÅȟ ÕÎÄÅÒ 4ÉÍȭÓ 
leadership, offered very moving and 
inspiring music.  Our special guests 
from the UCC Conference & Association, 
from our sister UCC churches, and from 
the interfaith community, deeply 
enriched our worship and fellowship, 
and reminded us that we not only have 
a ministry covenant with one another, 
but with our wider UCC family and with 
the larger community.  I am blessed, 
ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄȣȢ 4/ 
BE A BLESSING!  I extend my heartfelt 
gratitude to each one in the 
congregation and beyond for all the 
many ways you made the day such a 
great blessing and celebration! 

 

3Ïȣ ×ÅȭÖÅ ȰÔÉÅÄ ÔÈÅ ËÎÏÔȱȣȢ 
!ÎÄ ÎÏ×ȣ ÏÎ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ȰÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅȦȱ 

Though, it may sound strange at first 
thought, the relationship between a 
pastor and congregation is often 
ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ Á  ȰÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅȢȱ  !ÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ 
are, in fact, many similarities.  The 
pastoral search process is like a 
ȰÃÏÕÒÔÓÈÉÐȢȱ  4ÈÅ )ÎÓÔÁÌÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÉÓ 
like a wedding or commitment 
ceremony, in which promises of 
faithfulness are made by both parties, 
and the covenant of mutual respect and 
shared ministry is entered into with 
reverence and joy.  And then the hard 
work begins!   

 

Much time and preparation 
goes into the planning of an installation 
service/wedding, but that pales in 
comparison to the amount of effort and 
commitment needed to live/minister 
together and to maintain and nurture a 
healthy, honest, respectful and loving 
relationship over time.  Just as couples 
ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ Ȱ×ÏÒË ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈȱ ÁÎÄ  ȰÎÅÇÏÔÉÁÔÅȱ 
expectations, roles, division of labor, 
and varying styles and priorities, so too, 
a pastor and staff/congregation must 
negotiate these same kinds of matters 
in all areas of church life. As in a 
marriage or life-partnership, both 
parties bear equal responsibility for the 
success of the relationship.  But in a 
pastor-congregation relationship, the 
ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ȰÓÐÏÕÓÅÓȱ-  i.e., members of the  
congregation-  all have a different set of 
needs, hopes and expectations with 
regard to their pastor.  Thus, 
communication and relationship-
tending take on an especially vital 
significance.  Working intentionally 
together, playing together, praying 
together-  all are vital!   

 MARCH 2011 
Sunday School 10am 

Worship 11am 

 

Church Office hours: 

Monday-Friday: 9am ɬ 1pm 
 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:  Rev. Janet Boyd Weidler 

Moderator: David Precise 

Christian Ed & Church Development:  

Linda Miner 

Music Director: Tim Tipton 
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Honoring the Covenant 

To view this newsletter  
in color online, go to 

www.pilgrimuccbham.org. 
#ÌÉÃË ÔÈÅ ÌÉÎË ȰÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȱ 

at the bottom of the page. You 
should be able to either open the 

document or save it to your 
computer.  It will be in Adobe 

Acrobat format. 



Getting Real  
 

Ȱ!ÕÔÈÅÎÔÉÃÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÌÉÇÎÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÈÅÁÄȟ ÍÏÕÔÈȟ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÅÔɂthinking, saying, feeling and doing the  
same thingɂÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÅÎÔÌÙȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÂÕÉÌÄÓ ÔÒÕÓÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÒÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎ ÔÒÕÓÔȢȱ - Lance Secretan 

 
Ȱ(ÁÒÄ ÔÉÍÅÓ ÁÒÏÕÓÅ ÁÎ ÉÎÓÔÉÎÃÔÉÖÅ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÁÕÔÈÅÎÔÉÃÉÔÙȢȱ - Coco Chanel 

 
 We are taught a code for success in this country that involves proper 
dress, careful speech, and being able to look someone in the eye and say what 
they want to hear without blinking.  We see this every day on TV, in our 
politicians and news commentators.  Very rarely are we instructed that 
authenticity is an important character trait.  We are told instead that it is not 
ÏËÁÙ ÔÏ ÌÏÏË ÏÌÄÅÒ ÏÒ ÈÅÁÖÉÅÒ ÏÒ ÇÒÁÙÅÒȢ  ! ÆÒÉÅÎÄ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÍÅȟ Ȱ)ȭÌÌ ÇÏ ÔÏ ÍÙ 
ÇÒÁÖÅ ÁÓ Á ÂÌÏÎÄÅȢȱ  3ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÐÏÐÐÉÎÇ ×ÅÉÇÈÔ ÌÏÓÓ ÐÉÌÌÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÂÕÙÉÎÇ Á ÎÅ× ×ÁÒÄÒÏÂÅȟ ȰÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÌÅÓÓ ÆÒÕÍÐÙȢȱ )Î 
fact, she was never a blondeɂshe is a sixty-two year old, brown-eyed 
ÂÒÕÎÅÔÔÅȢ  7ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÒÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÁÔȩ 

 

 7Å ÁÒÅ ÔÁÕÇÈÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÉÓ ȬÓÏÃÉÁÌÌÙ Á×Ë×ÁÒÄȭ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÑÕÉÅÔȟ ÒÅÔÉÒÉÎÇ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȟ 
ÁÎÄ ÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÁÌÏÎÅ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÈÏÐÅÌÅÓÓÌÙ ÆÌÁ×ÅÄȢ  4ÈÁÔ ȬÌÏÎÅÒȭ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÇÅÔ ÏÎ 
a computer dating site and find a mate as quickly as possible---preferably one 
who is younger, slimmer (and blonder) than themselves.  We are taught that 
successful people live in a particular part of town in a house that is 
ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌÌÙ ÄÅÃÏÒÁÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÉÍÐÏÓÉÎÇȢ /ÎÅ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÄÖÉÓÅÄ ÍÅȟ Ȱ) ÒÅÁÌÌÙ 
ÃÁÎȭÔ ÁÆÆÏÒÄ ÍÙ ÄÅÃÏÒÁÔÏÒȭÓ ΑρςυȾÈÏÕÒ ×ÁÇÅȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÅÌÓÅ ÃÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÄÏȩȱ  
,ÉÖÉÎÇ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÅÖÅÎ Á ÂÌÉÐ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÄÁÒȢ 

 

It is this very lack of authenticity that got us into the economic mess we now confront.   One of my 
ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÃÏÍÐÌÁÉÎÅÄȟ Ȱ7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ Αψπȟπππ Á ÙÅÁÒ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÏ ÂÒÅÁË ÅÖÅÎȢȱ  4ÈÉÓ ÃÁÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÃÏÕÐÌÅ 
without children.  There was no thought of how to change their lifestyle in order to lower the pressure.   I thought 
ÁÂÏÕÔ ÍÙ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȟ ×ÈÏ ÌÉÖÅÄ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ×ÅÌÌ ÏÎ ÆÁÒ ÌÅÓÓ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÌÉÖÅÄ ÆÒÕÇÁÌÌÙȢ  ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÍÙ 
ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÅÖÅÒ ÃÁÒÒÙÉÎÇ Á ÃÒÅÄÉÔ ÃÁÒÄȢ  )Æ ÈÅ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÐÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÉÔȟ ÈÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÂÕÙ ÉÔȢ  ) ËÎÏ× ÔÉÍÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄȟ ÂÕÔ ×Å 
could take some lessons from past generations. 

 

(Ï× ÄÉÄ ×Å ÇÅÔ ÓÏ ÃÒÁÚÙȩ  !ÎÄȟ ÈÏ× ÄÏ ×Å ÆÉÎÄ ÏÕÒ ×ÁÙ ÈÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÓÏÍÅ ÓÅÍÂÌÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÁÕÔÈÅÎÔÉÃÉÔÙȩ  ) ÄÏÎȭÔ 
have an answer to those questions, but I believe one must start with oneself.  I must ask myself, who is the real 
me?  What would it take for me to be exactly who I am?  What must I do to live comfortably within my means?  
What am I doing solely to please an arbitrary social standard?  How would I live if I were authentically myself?  
We cannot expect our leaders, much less our children, to be authentic if we ourselves are not. 

 

  Keeping the faith, 
 

         Jane Philips 
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ȣȢȢȢÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÐÁÇÅ υ   

 

3/ȣȢ (ÅÒÅȭÓ ÔÏ Á ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌÌÙ ÆÕÌÆÉÌÌÉÎÇ ȰÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅȟȱ ÁÎÄ Á 3ÐÉÒÉÔ-filled, faith-full, and love-abounding journey 
together!   
 

!ÎÄȣ "ÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÕÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ ,ÅÎÔÅÎ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅÇÉÎ -ÁÒÃÈ ωȢ  &ÏÒ Á ÆÅ× ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
this 40-ÄÁÙ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ %ÁÓÔÅÒȟ ÃÈÅÃË ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅȡ  Ȱ,ÅÎÔȣ(ÅÁÖÅÎ-3ÅÎÔȱ ÏÎ ÐÁÇÅ φ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȢ 

 

   Shalom to All, 
    Janet 
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Council Notes ɀ March 2011  

 

 Several years ago, I did therapy (or tried to) with an elderly retired housekeeper with multiple 
chronic health problems. Miss Violet had been forced to move out of her home in Sylacauga after 
repeated hospitalizations. She missed her home and the friends that surrounded her there. She also 
contended with daily doses of cupfuls of pills, regular energy-sapping sessions of dialysis, and painful 
procedures to drain fluid from her abdomen.  
 
 These conditions took their toll. Miss Violet was not always cheerful or energetic. She 
complained of the pain and flat out refused to get out of bed at times ɀ but she also knew a deep 
peace. As we talked about her life and about the sense of serenity she carried with her, she revealed 
ÈÅÒ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙȢ Ȱ(ÏÎÅÙȟȱ ÓÈÅ ÔÏÌÄ ÍÅȟ Ȱ)ȭÖÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÔÒÉÅÄ ÔÏ ×ÁÌË ÃÌÏÓÅ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȢȱ  
 
 She died not long after that, but her lesson has 
stayed with me. Plenty of people talk about God and 
ÃÌÁÉÍ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÌÉÖÅÓȢ -ÉÓÓ 
Violet, however, managed it with a gentle but powerful 
faith, one that had clearly comforted her throughout 
her life. More importantly to her, it also guided her 
interactions with an often harsh world. 
 
 Mundane details crowd our daily routines. Even 
our life in the church runs the risk of getting filled with 
worldly concerns. In the days ahead, we will be 
considering how to implement our church 
development plans. As we ponder databases and 
strategic communication, it will be easy to get 
overwhelmed by the tools of a consumer culture.  
 
 However, I have faith in the Pilgrim community. We can create our own ways to find God as we 
tackle the gritty logistics of growth. The Rev. Kelly Clem, who lost her young daughter in the 1994 
Palm Sunday tornado that struck Goshen United Methodist Church, describes people of faith as 
broken vessels ɀ and remarks that our brokenness permits the light of God to shine through us. We 
will remind one another in the days ahead that we are foremost a people of faith. With that faith and 
with the humility and the joy that comes of acknowledging our brokenness, we can work together to 
strengthen this nurturing community. Or, as Miss Violet would urge us, we can endeavor to walk close 
to God as we move forward together. 

 

   Peace and Grace,  
       Jennifer Sanders 

 
 
 

Artwork by John Bell copyright 1998-2007 
(www.jrbell.com) used with permission. 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME AT PILGRIM!   
7ÅȭÒÅ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÎÅ× ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÕÓȢ  Please let Janet or Linda know  

if you would like to join Pilgrim, or if you would like to discuss this possibility. We are  
ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ ÏÎÅ ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ Ȱ.Å× -ÅÍÂÅÒ 3ÕÎÄÁÙÓȱ ÉÎ -ÁÒÃÈȟ ÓÏ ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔ  

date(s) work for you, and we will welcome you with great joy into the Pilgrim family! 

http://www.jrbell.com
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