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From the Pastor:  Pentecost Power, Pentecost People  

 

 On June 12 we will celebrate Pentecost Sunday, the birthday of the 
church!  The actual date of Pentecost changes from year to year, but it is always the 
50th day after Easter Sunday-   ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ CƛŦǘȅ 5ŀȅǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Easter season.  ¢ƘŜ ƭƛǘǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƭƻǊ ŦƻǊ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŘΣ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άŦƭŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ 
Christ at work in the world.  You can read the whole exciting story in Acts 2:1-21!  
All are invited to WEAR RED on Pentecost to celebrate this great occasion.  

It was on Pentecost of 2010 that Pilgrim held its first worship service in the 
new space (although the actual calendar date was in May, 2010).  So, Pentecost, 
нлмм ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ άCƛǊǎǘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅέ ŦƻǊ tƛƭƎǊƛƳΦ  It is most appropriate that the 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘΣ ŀ άƘƛƎƘ Ƙƻƭȅ Řŀȅέ ƻŦ 
the Christian year-  a day on which the presence of the Spirit gave birth to a new 
hope, a new reality, a new community!   

 Pentecost changed those first disciples, and Pentecost must change us, too 
ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǘǊǳƭȅ ōŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŘƻƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ 
space and neighborhood.  It has been said that the definition of insanity is doing the 
same thing over and over and expecting different results.  The first disciples realized 
ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
routines, and still expect the transformative power of the gospel to change the 
world.  wŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άƛƴǎŀƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ 
comfortable groups or letting themselves be limited by their previously-held 
assumptions and narrower beliefs, they, with lots of divine prodding, responded to 
ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƻ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
community and mission.  And so, as a result of the new power and purpose they 
received at Pentecost, the first disciples started doing new things and living in new 
ways.    

¢ƘŜȅ ƻǾŜǊŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ άǿŜƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Living Christ and of the radical, all-inclusive love of God that not even death could defeat.  As a result, the church grew 
ŀƴŘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƛƭŘŦƛǊŜΣ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ άƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎέ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
vital faith and fellowship drew others in and gave them a new community and a new purpose.  

 How about us here today at Pilgrim?  Will WE accept the Pentecost challenge to become new people, to let 
the Spirit change not only our physical location from Montclair Rd to 6th Ave. South, but change US?   Will we choose 
the journey of change, transformation  ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ άǎǘŀȅέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
things while waiting for different results? IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ tƛƭƎǊƛƳΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ  

 May the Spirit enlighten us, guide us, transform us, and set us afire with Christ's radical love and extravagant 
hospitality.   

Pentecost people are changed people--- may it be so with us!  And may all be filled with the empowering Spirit! 

  

Courage and Peace for all Pilgrims on the Journey,   

Janet 
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 Council Notes ð A message from Karen  

Have you ever really looked at the name of this newsletter?  Pilgrimôs Progress.  We define Pilgrim: (pilgrim)  n. a 

person who makes a journey to some sacred place.  But what about the Progress?  WHAT about the PROGRESS??  Are 

you kidding?éLook around!!  Wow at the progress we have made!!! 

Almost 4 years ago, CA and I began our pilgrimage to find a church home.  We found Pilgrim.  At the time, Pilgrim was 

a homeless church that had recently lost a large chunk of itôs members because of the decision to become an open and 
affirming church.  I thought, ñReally?  A homeless liberal Christian church meeting at a Baptist church.ò  Really?..... 
Perfect! 

Not sure about all of you, but I know that in my own pilgrimage of life, I have not yet achieved all that I want.  Did you 

notice the word, yet, in there?  And the path so far has certainly contained more turns and forks than I thought it would 
and there has been a few dead ends.  I am most certainly a pilgrim!!   

Soé.what about the Progress??  Well, progress is defined: (prƮô grƋs) n. movement as toward a goal, advancement, 

development or growth, steady improvement.  My prayer is that all of us keep progressing; in our personal lives, in our 

careers, in our spirituality, and physically.  Progressing with our skills, whatever they may be, and progressing 
emotionally and intellectually.   

I know I do not need to tell you all how much and in what ways we, as a church, have progressed.  And, we donôt have 

enough space here for me to tell you how much I have progressed (or at least tried to progress) over the years!   Thank 

you, Lord for the ability to continue moving forward, even if we have to take some side steps or even back up 
sometimes. 

Peace, 

Karen 

Pilgrim Pentecost Pool Party and Picnic  

  When:  Sunday, June 12; 4 -6 pm 

  Where: Vestavia Express YMCA  

       2086 Columbiana Rd.   

 Come enjoy time to visit and bring friends!  

  Bring a picnic supper to share. Beverages, ice, plates, napkins, cups, etc. 
will be provided by Pilgrim.  

 Contact Linda or the church office for more information.   

Hope to see you there!  

Spread the Love  

Strengthen the Church Offering June 12  

 Your gift to Strengthen the Church builds the UCCõs future 

now by funding The Stillspeaking Ministry, new and renewing 

churches, youth and young adult ministries, and lay and pastoral 

leadership formation ñespecially among women and people of color.  

 The God is Stillspeaking Ministry spreads the message of 

Godõs extravagant welcome, reaching out especially to those who 

have felt there is no room for them within Christianity and the 

churchñthe excluded and alienated, the spiritually homeless, the 

questioning.  
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June Calendar 

 

June 1: Food for Thought Wednesday; Supper begins 
at 5:30, speaker begins at 6:15- Chris Yarboro from 
Community Furniture Bank 
 
June 4: 7 pm Interfaith Pride Worship service at 
Covenant Community Church- ά9ƳōǊŀŎƛƴƎ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
ŀƴŘ 9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅέ-See adjacent article 
 
June 5: Ascension Sunday & Communion Sunday; 
GBM Food Pantry Sunday 
 
June 6: Council Meeting; 5:30 supper, meeting will 
begin at 6:30.  
 
June 10: Cook and serve at Firehouse Shelter 
 
June 10 & 11: Annual Meeting of SEC Conference and 
pre-conference activities/meetings in Atlanta 
 
June 11: Pride Parade 
 
June 12: Wear something red if you can: Special 
Pentecost Worship Celebration at Pilgrim and 
Strengthen the Church Special Mission Offering; 
Pilgrim Pool Party in Vestavia (4-6pm); 
Pride in Park at Sloss Furnace  
 
June 13: Social Action Committee Meeting at 5:30; 
Front Porch Theology, 6:30 pm, David and Melissa's 
 
June 15: Food for Thought Wednesday; Supper begins 
at 5:30, Speaker begins at 6:15-William Boyd, from 
Birmingham Coalition for the Homeless   
 
WǳƴŜ мсΥ ά5ƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 5ŀŘǎέ- Please look at last page for 
more information on this wonderful opportunity!  
 
June 19: Trinity Sunday & Communion Sunday; 
Snack Bags for Homeless; Father's Day 
 
June 25: Group from Sylvania UCC in PA staying over 
night at Pilgrim  
 

Interfaith Pride Worship Service  

The Interfaith service kicks off a week of activi-

ties culminating on Sunday, June 12 th . The visi-

bility of affirming faith communities is very im-

portant for the GLBT community. The theme for 

this yearõs Pride is òEmbrace Diversity, Inspire 

Equalityó.  

Join us at Covenant Community Church  

When:  Saturday, June 4 @ 7pm  

Where: Center Point at 2205 3 rd. St. NE, 35215  

There will be a number of speakers, including our 

own Rev. Janet Weidler!   

Sunday School  

We will be taking a break from childrenõs 

Sunday School classes this summer, and do-

ing some other special activities at various 

times over the next few months! Stay tuned 

for more info!  

June Calendar, conitnued 
 

June 27: Front Porch Theology, 6:30 pm, David and 
Melissa's 

 

IDENTITY STATEMENT  

 

   (ɯ ,ɯ/(+&1(,ɯ"'41"'ȱɯ 

 

   I AM an open and loving  

witness for liberal Christianity in the 

Birmingham area. I  stand with those 

who seek justice and peace for all 

people. I AM accepting and 

inclusive. I embrace all people.  I AM 

a home where people are 

encouraged:  TO seek their own 

answers, TO explore their spiritual 

lives.   

 

   I AM ÈɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÌÙɯÖÍɯ)ÌÚÜÚȭɯɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

love can transform us all. 
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Social Action Update  

Reach Out to Others this Summer!  

 Well, itõs that time againñsummer, when you can take a little time to sit in the 

shade and relax with a cool drink. Maybe you have plans to go to a lake or river retreat! 

Perhaps you are  imagining yourself walking on the beach at sunset. What ever your 

plans for R&R, I hope youõll dedicate some time on your calendar for reaching out to 

neighbors. You may already know of places you are needed to help, but here are some 

additional suggestions:  

Tornado Disaster Relief:  

 Christian Service Mission : 3600 3rd Ave. South (252.3183)  

 Need folks to load and unload supplies, and to sort donations. Call at above listed number.  

 Hands on Birmingham : www.handsonbirmingham.org  

 Register as a member of our òUCC LoveWorksó team and check daily for the many needs for  

 volunteers.  

Other Opportunities:  

 Cooking Supper at the Firehouse : Call or email the contact person to let us know if you 

can help cook or shop. 

  Friday, June 10: Linda Miner (441.0864)  

  Friday, July 8 & Friday, August 12: Sally Harris (979.5149 or  

  sallygharris@gmail.com)  

 Snack Bags for Homeless:  Pick up some non -perishable individually packed snacks when 

you are shopping. Suggestions include: crackers, cookies, applesauce, chips, raisins, candy, Vienna 

sausages, soft granola bars, small containers  of fruit (nothing that is hard to chew). Bring these to 

worship on the following Sundays ñweõll assemble bags during fellowship timesñ June 19, July 17, 

August 21. These snack bags will be taken to Highlands United Methodist for distribution to the 

guests at their daily soup kitchen.  

 GBM Food Ministry:  Greater Birmingham Ministries reminds us that many children who 

receive breakfasts and  lunches at school will have less to eat this summer. Help them by re-

membering kid -friendly foods as you shop for contributions to the GBM Food Pantry. Suggestions: 

peanut butter, jelly, mac&cheese, soup, fruit, and crackers. We will collect food for GBM on June 5, 

July 3, and August 7.  

 Welcome a Stranger : Summer in the South is a time for family reunions and annual get -

togethers on Father's Day, July 4, and other special days. Invite someone who is new to the area, 

someone who is far away from their family, or  someone who might be lonely to join your get -

together. Jesus has invited all Godõs children to the table, and has shared the Bread of Life with us. 

Get in the spirit, add a leaf to the table or put another slab of ribs on the grill, and welcome some-

one to your family circle.  
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Summer is here and we want you, your 

family and friends to join the American 

Red Cross as we team up with the Bir-

mingham Barons for a fun - filled, family 

night  at the ball park!  

Red Cross 

Night  

at the 

 

Friday, June 10, 2011  

7 p.m.  
 

Region's Park  

Hoover, AL  
 

Tickets : $20 each  

One ticket  admits up to FIVE  people!  

Portion of each ticket sale  benefits Red Cross Programs and Ser-

vices 

FREE Ball Cap Night AND Friday Night Fireworks!  
 

Please contact Katie Garfinkle at katie.garfinkle@redcrossal.org                  

if you are interested in purchasing a ticket!  

Intelligence vs. Ignorance 

òIgnorance has always been the weapon of terrorists; enlightenment the salvation of the free.ó 

    Bill Richardson 

òNothing in all the world is more dangerous than sincere ignorance and conscientious stupidity.ó 

    Martin Luther King 

 Did you know that adults in the United States of America score lower on IQ tests than those in twenty-

two other developed nations?  Hereõs a statistic that will scare you:  Average Intelligence-China:  123.  Mexico: 

104.  America:  98.  In other words, the average IQ of Americans has now fallen below the mean of 100 on the 

Bell curve.  The average American does not understand what molecules are; fewer than one-third of us can iden-

tify DNA as the key to heredity, and only about ten-percent know what radiation is.  Most Americans do not 

know where Peru is located---nor Iowa!  If thatõs not enough to keep you up nights, I donõt know what will. 

 The fact that hundreds of people followed the lead of Harold Camping, a radio talk show host and Bay 

Area minister, in believing the rapture would happen on May 21st, is testimony to 

our backwardness.  The fact that our media hyped it as they did is testimony to our 

mediocrity.  As Americans, we must wake up and realize that our education sys-

tems are not working.  The brightest students are not being allowed to flourish and 

average students are not being optimized.  In my opinion, we should focus all our 

considerable wealth and attention on helping to enrich the education of every child 

in this country.   

 I donõt mean to preach, but this downward spiral and the championing of 

stupidity is terrifying to me.  Iõm not saying that everyone in this country is ignorant, 

but I am saying that we must look at this problem squarely and then act.  William 

Huzlitt, English writer and humanist, once said, òPrejudice is the child of ignorance.ó  If that is so, the essence of 

enlightenment is realizing that we are all in this together.  When one child is allowed to dwell in ignorance, all of 

us suffer and our country suffers, too.   

 Keeping the faith, 

    Jane 

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=j8kwtbcab&v=001HMNYyGLsDvqFxPv587Enwtq87JO0iUn8iwySkhID-mMQZX5YISeLBwi4bKdbo21HqvDI8kOQ8QFdEUfAK8eQijfQAvMajJo3JnEv6Wa6zSXej-fPvNShTIHo3f7rEQ-upDRbQ3HxhKg%3D##
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=j8kwtbcab&v=001HMNYyGLsDvqFxPv587Enwtq87JO0iUn8iwySkhID-mMQZX5YISeLBwi4bKdbo21HqvDI8kOQ8QFdEUfAK8eQijfQAvMajJo3JnEv6Wa6zSXej-fPvNShTIHo3f7rEQ-upDRbQ3HxhKg%3D##
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=j8kwtbcab&v=001HMNYyGLsDvqFxPv587Enwtq87JO0iUn8iwySkhID-mMQZX5YISeLBwi4bKdbo21HqvDI8kOQ8QFdEUfAK8eQijfQAvMajJo3JnEv6Wa6zSXej-fPvNShTIHo3f7rEQ-upDRbQ3HxhKg%3D##
mailto:katie.garfinkle@redcrossal.org
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A Message About UCC Tornado Relief Efforts:                                                             

From UCC General Minister & President, Rev. Geoffrey Black  

Dear Friends, Sisters and Brothers of the United Church of Christ:  
 
We begin the Memorial Day weekend this year with a keen awareness that many in our nation are reeling in the af-
termath of several massive tornados and flooding that have caused loss of life and destruction of homes and busi-
nesses leaving many homeless and unemployed. The scope and intensity of these storms have left people in the af-

fected communities bereft and, in many instances, in a state of shock.  
 
As we look on from distant places seeing the images of the fury of the storms and the destroyed homes and lives left 
in their wake, we cannot avoid feelings of concern and compassion. As people of faith, we know that prayer is always 
appropriate and our prayers for the victims, their families and their communities must be our first response. I am 
sure that in our private moments and as we gather in worship this Sunday, we the people of the United Church of 
Christ will hold all who have suffered as a result of the tornados in our prayers.  

 
Beyond our prayers we know that we can be helpful through our giving and serving to aid in recovery efforts that are 
sure to begin soon.   Related to that, I want to share the following information from our Wider Church Ministries Ex-
ecutive for Disaster Response Ministries, Florence Coppola:  

¶ The UCC has issued a $250,000 Spring Storms Appeal to assist with long - term recovery efforts, but much more 

will be needed.   Please give generously.  

¶ The UCC is not a first responder. However, our local churches that are in areas impacted are providing needed 

relief to their community. Our churches have been fortunate and sustained no damages to their facilities.   OGHS has 
sent a total of $10,000 to our churches in these areas to assist with this local effort.  

¶ An important partner in disaster response is Church World Service.   CWS has sent thousands of clean up buckets 

and hygiene kits to areas impacted.   While all these materials are donated, shipping is not freeéthe UCC is sending 

$5,000 from OGHS to support these efforts. Your congregation is encouraged to assist with preparing clean -up kits.  

¶ As long term recovery committees form in local communities, the UCC will work ecumenically and with not - for -

profit local partners to pool dollars for materials and tools to repair homes. Support also will be needed for construc-

tion coordinators and volunteer coordinators.   The UCC with local partners will be looking for Disaster Recovery Vol-
unteers, as work groups, to come and help to repair homes.   When communities are ready for this next stage, infor-
mation will be posted on the UCC web site on how to participate.  

¶ First responders will leave when their initial role is complete, but the UCC is committed to having a presence in 

these communities for the long haul.  

In the face of the hopelessness and helplessness that disasters like this often cause, let us be reminded that God has 
called us into the church to be servants in the service of the whole human family. God also promises the presence of 

the Holy Spirit in trial and in rejoicing. As we contemplate the devastation caused by this set of tornados, as well as 
our faith - filled responses, let us continue to personify hope and trust in our living, Still Speaking God made known to 
us through Jesus the Christ.  
 
I am sure that our prayers, our generosity of treasure and time, will serve as a reminder to those who suffer now, 
that they have not been forgotten and that they are not alone in these difficult days. Indeed we are with them and 
more importantly, God is with them.  

 
Peace and blessings,  

 
 

The Rev. Geoffrey A. Black  

General Minister and President  

United Church of Christ  
 

 



Lections for June 2011  
 

June 5:   Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68 :1-10,32-35; 
1 Peter 4 :12-14, 5:6-11; John 17 :1-11 
 
June 12:   Acts 2: 1-21; Numbers 11 :24-30; 
Psalm 104 :24-34, 35b; 1 Corinthians 12: 3b-
13; John 20 :19-23; 7 :37-39  
 
June 19: Genesis 1 :1-2: 4a; Psalm 8; 2 
Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28: 16-20 

 
June 26:  Genesis 22: 1-4; Psalm 13; Psalm 
89: 1-4, 15-18; Jeremiah 28: 5-9; Romans 6: 
12-23; Matthew 10: 40-42 
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2817 6th Ave. South 

Birmingham, AL 35233 

(205) 731 -0999  

www.pilgrimuccbham.org 

3ð Rikki Skipper  

8ð Amanda Lavendar  

16ð Nathan Cooke  

17ð Grissom Pierce, 

Gary Abel, & Glenda 

Elliot  

24ð John Owen  

30ð Ethel Owen  

June BIRTHDAYS  Thank You from Lindaé 

 Thank you all so much for helping to recog-

nize my being granted ministerial standing in the 

UCC in such a magnificent way! I am proof that 

listening to our Still -Speaking God can result in 

surprise and blessing beyond belief. The love and 

grace I find in this community of faith give me 

courage to ask "what's next?"  

 With Gratitude,  

  Linda  

A Walk Down Memory Lane  

 Thank you to Fern and Ron Creamer who 

have given us a CD they made from old photographs 

taken of Pilgrim Day School activities. It is sure to 

spark memories and delight as you spot day school 

staff and students, and family and friends, taking 

part in the festivities. If you would like to borrow the 

CD, it will be kept on the desk in the front lobby.  

Thanks again Fern and Ron!  

Dining For Dads: One Meal Matters  

Thursday, June 16th 2011  

Visit any of these fine restaurants:  

Giuseppeõs Caf® (Lunch, Dinner) 

Café Lazio  (Lunch, Dinner)  

Chris Zõs (Lunch) 

Tedõs Restaurant (Breakfast, Lunch) 

The Redmont Café (Lunch, Dinner)  

Fifeõs Restaurant (Breakfast, Lunch) 

Petruccelliõs (Lunch, Dinner) 

Roly Poly (Lunch)  

10% of each meal purchased will be donated to 

benefit  

The Firehouse Shelter  

This event is posted on our Facebook page. Please 

share it with all your friends.  
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Pilgrimõs  

Progress 
June 2011 

òGod is Still Speakingó 

 

 

 

To view this newsletter in color online, go 

to www.pilgrimuccbham.org. Click the 

ÓÐÕÒɯɁÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯÕÌÞÚÓÌÛÛÌÙɂɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÉÖÛÛÖÔɯÖÍɯ

the page. You should be able to either open 

the document or save it to your computer.  

It will be in Adobe Acrobat format.  

Celebrate the birthday of the church on June 

12, Pentecost Sunday! To symbolize the flames 

of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, wear some-

thing red if you can ña tie, a scarf, shirt, what-

ever. Let us be òa fireó with the spirit of 

transforming love!  


