Pilgrim’s Progress

pil-grim (pilgrim) n. a person who makes a journey to some sacred place.
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June 2011

Sunday School 10am
Worship 11am

Church Office hours:
Monday-Friday
9amt 1pm

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Janet Boyd Weidler
Moderator: David Precise

Christian Ed & Church Develop-

ment:
Rev. Linda Miner

Music Director: Tim Tipton
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From the Pastor: Pentecost Power, Pentecost People

On June 12 we will celebrate Pentecost Sunday, the birthday of the
church! The actual date of Pentecost changes from year to year, but it is always the
50" day after Easter Sundayli KS Odzf YAYF GA2Y 2F GKS aDI
Easterseason¢ KS f A G dzNHA Ot O2f 2NJ F2NJ t Sy S0+
GKS 1 2t8 {LANRGE GKAOK FA{fSR GKS RAAC
Christ at work in the worldYou can read the whole exciting story in Acts211
All are invited to WEAR RED on Pentecost to celebrate this great occasion.

It was on Pentecost of 2010 that Pilgrim held its first worship service in the
new space (although the actual calendar date was in May, 2(8d®)Pentecost,
HAaMM A& Yy AYLERNIFY(G dtGnNdadpprdpyaié thad SdNR | N
FANBRGO 62NBKALI ASNIWAOS KSfR Ay 2dz2NJ ySg
the Christian yeara day on which the presence of the Spirit gave birth to a new
hope, a new reality, a new community!

Pentecost changed those first disciples, and Pentecost must change us, too
AF ¢S NS (G2 GNMzZe& oS D2RQ&a LIS2L)X Sz R?2
space and neighborhoodt has been said that the definition of insanity is doing the
same thing over and over and expecting different resultse first disciples realized
0KSe& O02dAf RyQd (1SSLI R2Ay3a (GKS alyYS (KAY
routines, and still expect the transformative power of the gospel to change the
world. wik 0 KSNJ GKIy F2ftt2gAy3 GKS aAyalyadae
comfortable groups or letting themselves be limited by their previohslg
assumptions and narrower beliefs, they, with lots of divine prodding, responded to
0KS {LANARGQA OKIffSyasS G2 SYONI OS Odz i
community and missionAnd so, as a result of the new power and purpose they
received at Pentecost, the first disciples started doing new things and living in new
ways.

GKSANI FSINI 2F GKS FT2NOSa GKIG KFER O

Living Christ and of the radical,-adtlusive love of God that not even death could defe@s. a result, the church grew

0SOFdzaS GKS OKdz2NDK

YR &LINBIR fA1S At RTANBZ yz2i
vital faith and fellowship drew others in and gave them a hew community and a new purpose.

How about us here today at Pilgrim®ill WE accept the Pentecost challenge to become new people, to let
the Spirit change not only our physical location from Montclair Rd"t&\&. South, but change US®ill we choose
the journey of change, transformation Yy R ANR g G KZ 2NJ gAff ¢S OKz22asS (2
things while waiting for different resultd?SNBE Qa (2 t Af ANAY Q& t NPINB&aod

May the Spirit enlighten us, guide us, transform us, and set us afireGhitist's radicalove and extravagant
hospitality.

Pentecost people are changed peoplenay it be so with us/And may all be filled with the empowering Spirit!
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Courage and Peace for all Pilgrims on the Journey,
Janet



Council Notes 98 A message from Karen

Have you ever really looked at the name of this newsletter? Pi | gr i mo6 s . We define Rilgrisi: (pilgrim) n a
person who makes a journey to some sacred place. But what about the Progress? WHAT about the PROGRESS?? Are
you kidding?élLook around!! Wow at the progress we hayv

Almost 4 years ago, CA and | began our pilgrimage to find a church home. We found Pilgrim. At the time, Pilgrim was

a homeless church that had recently Il ost a | arge chunk
affirming church. hdmeles$l a weehrta,l fChhealslityi?Zan A hurch meeti ngd
Perfect!

Not sure about all of you, but | know that in my own pilgrimage of life, | have not yet achieved all that | want. Did you
notice the word, yet, in there? And the path so far has certainly contained more turns and forks than | thought it would
and there has been a few dead ends. | am most certainly a pilgrim!!

Soé. what about the Progress?? Wmdvément asrtoward acgeal advascemdeatf i n
development or growth, steady improvement. My prayer is that all of us keep progressing; in our personal lives, in our
careers, in our spirituality, and physically. Progressing with our skills, whatever they may be, and progressing
emotionally and intellectually.

I know | do not need to tell you all how much and in w
enough space here for me to tell you how much | have progressed (or at least tried to progress) over the years! Thank
you, Lord for the ability to continue moving forward, even if we have to take some side steps or even back up

sometimes.

Peace,

Karen

Spread the Love
Spreadthe Strengthen the Church Offering June 12

of
at

ed:

hat

Your gift to Strengthen the Church

now by funding The Stillspeaking Ministry, new and renewing
churches, youth and young adult ministries, and lay and pastoral
v leadership formation fi especially among women and people of color.
The God is Stillspeaking Ministry spreads the message of
Godds extravagant wel come, reachin
have felt there is no room for them within Christianity and the

church i the excluded and alienated, the spiritually homeless, the
guestioning.

Strengthen the Church Offaring

Pilgrim Pentecost Pool Party and Picnic

When: Sunday, June 12; 4 -6 pm
Where: Vestavia Express YMCA
2086 Columbiana Rd.

Come enjoy time to visit and bring friends!

Bring a picnic supper to share. Beverages, ice, plates, napkins, cups, etc.
will be provided by Pilgrim.

Contact Linda or the church office for more information.

Hope to see you there!

g ol



June 2011
June Calendar

June 1: Food for Thought Wednesday; Supper begi
at 5:30, speaker begins at 6:1&hris Yarboro from
Community Furniture Bank

PILGRIM’S PROGRESS

page 3

June Calendar, conithued

'June 27: Front Porch Theology, 6:30 pm, David and
Melissa's

June 4: 7 pm Interfaith Pride Worship service at
Covenant Community Churelit 9 Y6 NI OA y 3
I YR 9 |j-8&e &dfacest article

June 5: Ascension Sunday & Communion Sunday;
GBM Food Pantry Sunday

June 6: Council Meeting; 5:30 supper, meeting will
begin at 6:30.

June 10: Cook and serve at Firehouse Shelter

June 10 & 11: Annual Meeting of SEC Conference §

Interfaith Pride Worship Service

The;ngpdajiyse[vigegicks off a week of activi-

ties culminating on Sunday, June 12 . The visi-
bility of affirming faith communities is very im-
portant for the GLBT community. The theme for
this yeards Pride 1is
Equalityo.

Join us at Covenant Community Church
When: Saturday, June 4 @ 7pm
Where: Center Point at 2205 3 . St. NE, 35215

There will be a number of speakers, including our
N Rev. Janet Weidler!

pre-conference activities/meetings in Atlanta
June 11: Pride Parade

June 12: Wear something red if you can: Special
Pentecost Worship Celebration at Pilgrim and
Strengthen the Church Special Mission Offering;
Pilgrim Pool Party in Vestavia @pm);

Sunday School

We wi | | be taking a
Sunday School classes this summer, and do-
ing some other special activities at various
times over the next few months! Stay tuned
for more info!

¢

Pride in Park at Sloss Furnace

June 13: Social Action Committee Meeting at 5:30;

Front Porch Theology, 6:30 pm, David and Melissa's

June 15: Food for Thought Wednesday; Supper beg
at 5:30, Speaker begins at 6:illiam Boyd, from
Birmingham Coalition for the Homeless

Wdzy S wmcY
more information on this wonderful opportunity!

June 19: Trinity Sunday & Communion Sunday;
Snack Bags for Homeless; Father's Day

June 25: Group from Sylvania UCC in PA staying ov
night at Pilgrim

G 5 APeasy 5ok & mstipagelfor & €

IDENTITY STATEMENT
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I AM an open and loving
witness for liberal Christianity in the
Birmingham area. | stand with those
who seek justice and peace for all

people. | AM accepting and

ns

inclusive. | embrace all people. | AM
a home where people are
encouraged: TO seek their own
answers, TO explore their spiritual
lives.

IAM Ewi O0O006PI Uwodi
love can transform us all.
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Social Action Update

Reach Out to Others this Summer!

Wel | | I t 8 s thhsammer, whaneyouaan sakera little time to sit in the
shade and relax with a cool drink. Maybe you have plans to go to a lake or river retreat!
Perhaps you are imagining yourself walking on the beach at sunset. What ever your
pl ans for R&R, I hope youdl |l dedi cate somg t |
neighbors. You may already know of places you are needed to help, but here are some
additional suggestions:

Tornado Disaster Relief:
Christian Service Mission : 3600 3rd Ave. South (252.3183)

Need folks to load and unload supplies, and to sort donations. Call at above listed number.

Hands on Birmingham : www.handsonbirmingham.org

Register as a member of our OUCC LoveWorkso |tea
volunteers.
Other Opportunities:

Cooking Supper at the Firehouse . Call or email the contact person to let us know if you
can help cook or shop.

Friday, June 10: Linda Miner (441.0864)
Friday, July 8 & Friday, August 12: Sally Harris (979.5149 or
sallygharris@gmail.com)

Snack Bags for Homeless: Pick up some non -perishable individually packed snacks when
you are shopping. Suggestions include: crackers, cookies, applesauce, chips, raisins, candy, Vienna
sausages, soft granola bars, small containers of fruit (nothing that is hard to chew). Bring these to
worship on the following Sundays ifwe 61 | assembl e bags duune b9gJuly 1,1 | o w:
August 21. These snack bags will be taken to Highlands United Methodist for distribution to the
guests at their daily soup kitchen.

GBM Food Ministry:  Greater Birmingham Ministries reminds us that many children who
receive breakfasts and lunches at school will have less to eat this summer. Help them by re-
membering kid -friendly foods as you shop for contributions to the GBM Food Pantry. Suggestions:
peanut butter, jelly, mac&cheese, soup, fruit, and crackers. We will collect food for GBM on June 5,
July 3, and August 7.

Welcome a Stranger : Summer in the South is a time for family reunions and annual get -
togethers on Father's Day, July 4, and other special days. Invite someone who is new to the area,
someone who is far away from their family, or someone who might be lonely to join your get -
together. Jesus has invited all Godés children [to
Get in the spirit, add a leaf to the table or put another slab of ribs on the grill, and welcome some-
one to your family circle.
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REd CrOSS Friday, June 10, 2011

7 p.m.

Region's Park

Hoover, AL

Tickets : $20 each

One ticket admits up to  FIVE people!

. Portion of each  ticket sale benefits Red Cross Programs and Ser-
Summer is here and we want you, your

. . - . vices
family and friends to join the American

Red Cross as we team up with the Bir- FREE Ball Cap Night AND Friday Night Fireworks!

mingham Barons for a fun - filled, family Please contact Katie Garfinkle at katie.garfinkle@redcrossal.org

night at the ball park! if you are interested in purchasing a ticket!

Intelligence vs. Ignorance
ol gnorance has al ways been the weapon of
Bill Richardson
oNot hing i n all the world i s more danger ol
Martin Luther King

Did you know that adults in the United States of America score lower on IQ tests than those in
t wo other developed nations? He r e 6-Ghina 123t Mexicos
104. America: 98. In other words, the average 1Q of Americans has now fallen below the mean of 1
Bell curve. The average American does not understand what molecules are; feweithiranobroes can ider

know where Peruislocated or | owa! I f thatds not enough t

The fact that hundreds of people followed the lead of Harold Camping, a radio talk show host &
Area minister, in believing the rapture would happen on Mays2&stimony to
our backwardness. The fact that our media hyped it as they did is testimo
mediocrity. As Americans, we must wake up and realize that our educatio
tems are not working. The brightest students are not being allowed to flou
average students are not being optimized. In my opinion, we should focus
considerable wealth and attention on helping to enrich the education of ev
in this country.

|l dondt mean to preach, but th
stupidity is terrifying to me. I
but | am saying that we must look at this problem squarely and then act.

enlightenment is realizing that we are all in this together. When one child is allowed to dwell in ignorg
us suffer and our country suffers, too.

Keeping the faith,

Jane

tify DNA as the key to heredity, and only aboufpercent know what radiation is. Most Americans do nof

Huzlitt, English writer and humanist, once sai

ter
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A Message About UCC Tornado Relief Efforts:
From UCC General Minister & President, Rev. Geoffrey Black

Dear Friends, Sisters and Brothers of the United Church of Christ:

We begin the Memorial Day weekend this year with a keen awareness that many in our nation are reeling in the af-
termath of several massive tornados and flooding that have caused loss of life and destruction of homes and busi-
nesses leaving many homeless and unemployed. The scope and intensity of these storms have left people in the af-
fected communities bereft and, in many instances, in a state of shock.

As we look on from distant places seeing the images of the fury of the storms and the destroyed homes and lives left
in their wake, we cannot avoid feelings of concern and compassion. As people of faith, we know that prayer is always
appropriate and our prayers for the victims, their families and their communities must be our first response. | am

sure that in our private moments and as we gather in worship this Sunday, we the people of the United Church of
Christ will hold all who have suffered as a result of the tornados in our prayers.

Beyond our prayers we know that we can be helpful through our giving and serving to aid in recovery efforts that are
sure to begin soon. Related to that, | want to share the following information from our Wider Church Ministries Ex-
ecutive for Disaster Response Ministries, Florence Coppola:

The UCC has issued a $250,000 Spring Storms Appeal to assist with long -term recovery efforts, but much more
will be needed.  Please give generously.

I The uccC s not a first responder. However, our local churches that are in areas impacted are providing needed
relief to their community. Our churches have been fortunate and sustained no damages to their facilities. OGHS has
sent a total of $10,000 to our churches in these areas to assist with this local effort.
1 Animportant partner in disaster response is Church World Service. CWS has sent thousands of clean up buckets
and hygiene kits to areas impacted. While all these materials are donated, shippi
$5,000 from OGHS to support these efforts. Your congregation is encouraged to assist with preparing clean -up kits.
9 Aslong term recovery committees form in local communities, the UCC will work ecumenically and with not -for -
profit local partners to pool dollars for materials and tools to repair homes. Support also will be needed for construc-
tion coordinators and volunteer coordinators. The UCC with local partners will be looking for Disaster Recovery Vol-
unteers, as work groups, to come and help to repair homes. When communities are ready for this next stage, infor-
mation will be posted on the UCC web site on how to participate.
9  First responders will leave when their initial role is complete, but the UCC is committed to having a presence in

these communities for the long haul.

In the face of the hopelessness and helplessness that disasters like this often cause, let us be reminded that God has
called us into the church to be servants in the service of the whole human family. God also promises the presence of
the Holy Spirit in trial and in rejoicing. As we contemplate the devastation caused by this set of tornados, as well as
our faith -filled responses, let us continue to personify hope and trust in our living, Still Speaking God made known to
us through Jesus the Christ.

I am sure that our prayers, our generosity of treasure and time, will serve as a reminder to those who suffer now,
that they have not been forgotten and that they are not alone in these difficult days. Indeed we are with them and
more importantly, God is with them.

Peace and blessings,

f.f w () Blaedt God, is still spaak[ny,
4 //J@ preet UNITED CHURC

7y

The Rev. Geoffrey A. Black
General Minister and President
United Church of Christ

continuing festament ... extfravagant welcome ... changing lives



June 2011 PI LGRI M6S PROGRESS 3507

Thank You from Lin June BIRTHDAYS

Thank you all so much for helping to recog-
nize my being granted ministerial standing in the
UCC in such a magnificent way! | am proof that 30 Rikki Skipper
listening to our Still -Speaking God can result in
surprise and blessing beyond belief. The love and
grace | find in this community of faith give me 168 Nathan Cooke
courage to ask "what's next?"

80 Amanda Lavendar

170 Grissom Pierce,

With Gratitude, Gary Abeé,”i@;tGlenda

Linda 243 John Owen

300 Ethel Owen
A Walk Down Memory Lane

Thank you to Fern and Ron Creamer who
have given us a CD they made from old photographs

taken of Pilgrim Day School activities. It is sure to Lections for June 2011

spark memories and delight as you spot day school

staff and students, and family and friends, taking June 5 Acts 1:6:14; Psalm 68 :110,32-35;
part in the festivities. If you would like to borrow the 1 Peter 4 :1214, 5:6-11; John 17 :111

CD, it will be kept on the desk in the front lobby.

June 12 Acts 2: 221; Numbers 11 :2430:;

Thanks again Fern and Ron! o
Psalm 104 :2434, 35b; 1 Corinthians 12: 3b

13; John 20 :1923; 7 :37-39

Dining For Dads:  One Meal Matters
June 19 Genesis 1 :12: 4a; Psalm 8; 2
Thursday, June 16th 2011 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28: 1620

Visit any of these fine restaurants:

Giuseppeds Caf® (Lunch, Din 6: Genesis 22: 34; Psalm 13; Psalm
, _ 89: 1-4, 15-18; Jeremiah 28: 59; Romans 6:
Café Lazio (Lunch, Dlnner) 12-23: Matthew 10: 40-42

Chris Zds (Lunch)
Tedds Restaurant (Breakfast, Lunch)
The Redmont Café (Lunch, Dinner)

Fi feds Restaur ant (Breakfast, L..

Petruccellids (Lunch, Dinner)

PILGRIM

CHURCH

United Church of Christ

Roly Poly (Lunch)

10% of each meal purchased will be donated to
benefit

2817 6th Ave. South

Birmingham, AL 35233
This event is posted on our Facebook page. Please (205) 731 -0999

share it with all your friends.

The Firehouse Shelter

www.pilgrimuccbham.org
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Celebrate the birthday of the church on June
12, Pentecost Sunday! To symbolize the flames
of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, wear some-
thing red if you can fi a tie, a scarf, shirt, what-
be

everrLet us oa firebo

transforming love!
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To view this newsletter in color online, go
to www.pilgrimuccbham.org. Click the
I OPOOwW?EUVUUUI O0wOI PUO
the page. You should be able to either oper]
the document or save it to your computer.
It will be in Adobe Acrobat format.
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