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pil -grim (pilgrim) n. a person who makes a journey to some sacred place.

61 Ol YI UwaOQUWEUI1888PT T UI YI UwaOUwEUI uislep
July 2011 &OiI I OEA O0AOOI Oq O3 1
Last Monday and Tuesday, | went with ten other pilgrims on an ex-
citing trip to Atlanta. What an adventure! The travelers were Kista & 2 %2
yr. old Memphis Hamilton & 13 yr. old Rashawn Trannon; Ron Creamer
and hisalmost® S| NJ 2f R aINF yRazy af A ddd S
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Mandy Pierce, Linda Miner and myself.
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Moderator: David Precise did a lot of walking as we made our way to World of Coca Cola, Olympic
Christian Ed & Church Develop- | Centennial Park, Ebenezer Baptist Church and the Martin Luther King Jr.
ment: Center. But it was an adventure: horizexpanding, minestretching,
Rev. Linda Miner hearttouching, communitybuilding, growthfilled, not to mention fun!
There were moments of reverence, as we sat together in the church where
Martin Luther King preached in Atlanta, and listened to one of his ser-
Y2yaT GKSNB 6SNB (GAYSa 2F ¢Sz | a
myriad varieties of ocean life surging through the waters on 3 sides of us;
there were experiences of joy, as kids splashed together in an evening
swim and all shared in a poolside picnic; and yes, there were some trying
times when little legs got tired and the summer heat got a little too siz-
zling.

Sunday School 10am
Worship 11am

Church Office hours:
Monday-Friday
9amt 1pm

Music Director: Tim Tipton

There were so many wonderful aspects of the trip, including:
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ness, patience, kindness, acceptance, and genuine caring was palpable. The sense of community and |
lationshipo dzA f RAYy 3 | yR ANRGAY3I ala | FrYAf@éeé gSNBE @S
nothing like being together with folks over a couple of days of shared experiences, away from everyday
routines, for really getting to know one another and forming a true sense of family and community. We
were all tired by the time we got back, yet the journey was restorative.

L Y 3N} OGSTFdz F2N K Screatididizée haddwnd am tvankfubté L2ndz for NS
planning the trip and to each traveler for their presence and unique gifts. | hope ALL of us will have sucl
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May you all be blessed with o0Sou
Grace and peace, Janet



Reflections from Linda: NOW WHAT?

For years | have been puzzled by the excitement surrounding reality TV. On the rare occasion | have watched with

El ai ne, I usually end up exclaiming, OoOYou need to go to there
Occupational hazard or pure exasperation? You be the judge. However, one night a couple of weeks ago | stumbled upon

a show that captured my attention. DUAL SURVIVAL features two men with very different experiences, training and

philosophies related to life and survival who come together to face dangerous, often life  -threatening situations in wilder-

ness areas throughout the world.

They put themselves in situations that include surviving snakes and crocodiles of the Florida everglades, getting through

a section of the Appalachian mountains in Kentucky, piranha - infested waters in South America as well as the desserts
of more than one country. Forget the TV cameras & they seem in real danger when riding a burned out log canoe through
groups of HUGH hi ppos! Right about now you are probably thin
with Pilgrim?é Gl ad you asked. ltds the premise of DUAL SUF

In each situation, the men of DUAL SURVIVAL, Cody and Dave, assess their situation and surroundings before dividing
up tasks that will best ensure their immediate survival. They honestly admit when the strengths of the other is what is
most helpful in the current situation as well as when they disagree and have difficulty accepting the advice of the other.
They encourage and apologize as well as strategize. They acknowledge in each episode that the work of the two doubles
their chance of making it through the present danger.

Some of wus are relative Onewcomerso6 to the Pilgrim community.
this part of the Church of God. During my short tenure here, | have withessed people taking great risks to keep this
congregation alive. We have gensupeneekliyng oGogchd arhde tvood acye woef  foil

opinion, not in the wilderness but still at its edge.

I n the Hebrew scripture, Exodus 32 to be exact, we read that
people of Israel began to complain to Aaron that Moses had been gone a long time and they did not know what had hap-

pened to this man that had led them out of Egypt into the present wilderness. This passage tells the story of Aaron vali-

dating the peoplebdbs complaints and doubts by helping them to
feasted. Meanwhile, back on the mountain, God informs Moses about the actions of the people and tells Moses to leave

God alone O0that my wrath may burn against themé. I dondt knc
life -threatening situation to me.

However, if we read on, we find that Moses, who thought himself no great orator at the beginning of this wilderness jour-

ney, convinces God tdtbochaepgexGeddstmabhdwe read that 0God repe
thought to do to Godds peopl e. This story was part of desus¢
of Jesus who call ourselves O0Othe churcho6 in this current ti me

At the edge of whatever wilderness in which we find ourselves, we are faced with choices. What stands before us is un-

known. What is behind us, despite the difficulties and challenges that propelled us to get up and move forward, are at

|l east familiar. We can begin to wonder if | ife wasnod6t easier
what is yet to be.

By now, if you are stild]l reading, you may be thinking, OWhat ¢
beautiful setting, employ a full -time pastor and a minister of Christian education, part  -time secretary, custodian and di-

rector of music/organist and have received new members does not ensure that we will survive. THE SURVIVAL OF

THIS PART OF THE BODY OF CHRIST KNOWN AS PILGRIM CHURH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST DEPENDS

UPON EACH MEMBER OF THIS FAITH COMMUNITY WORKING TOGETHER.

In my opinion, genuine community includes not only getting to know each other socially and in committee work but also

in reflecting on and | earning about what we believe and dondt
about all of us needing to have the same beliefs or be in the same place on our journey of faith. | am saying that there is

one common purpose that MUST shape our community: that God is at the center of all we do. We may not even under-

stand God the same way or believe in God in the same way. But this | do believe: a healthy, vital community of

faith has at its center the desire to know God and make God known. We are all needed in this work of moving

from the edge of the wilderness and beyond survival to be the vital, sustainable community of faith that we envision.

I n the words of what w el ARl ZHEICHWRLH, & @U ARE THECBURCH, dVE §RE: THE
CHURCH TOGETHER. May it be so.

Linda
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July Calendar

Saturday, July 2Pilgrims volunteering at Pepper
Place Market; 810 am and 1612 noon

Sunday, July 3Communion Sunday and GBM Food
Pantry Sunday

Monday, July 4:Independence Day, Office closed

Wednesday, July 6No Food For Thought Wednesdg

Friday, July 8:Cook and serve at Firehouse Shelter

Saturday, July 9Pilgrims volunteering at Pepper
Place Market; 810 am and 1612 noon

Sunday, July 10Janet away for continuing education
Rev. Linda Miner preaching

Tuesday, July 12Social Action Committee Meeting §
5:30

Saturday, July 16Pilgrims volunteering at Pepper
Place Market; 810 am and 1612 noon

Sunday, July 17Communion Sunday; Snack Bags fc
Homeless during Fellowship Time; Youth Hot Dog
Lunch Fundraiser after worship

Wednesday, July 20Food For Thought; Speaker

Caitlin Sandley from HICA; Supper begins at 5:30,
speaker begins at 6:15. Please call the church office
Wednesday morning, July 20 so we have enough fo

Saturday, July 23Pilgrims volunteering at Pepper
Place Market; 810 am and 1@12 noon

Saturday, July 30Pilgrims volunteering at Pepper
Place Market; 810 am and 1612 noon

Sunday, July 31Music Sunday

love can transform us all.

Summer Office Hours:

Nishita: M&W: 8am -10am

T,Th, F: 8am -12pm

Food For Thought i Wednesday, July 20
Join us for supper at 5:30, followed by our
program at 6:15. The evening speaker will be
Caitlin Sandley, a bilingual Birmingham native,
who is the Lead Organizer for the Community En-
gagement and Education program at jHICAThe
Hispanic Interest Coalition of Alabama (jHICA!)|is
a nonprofit organization dedicated to the sogial,
civic and economic integration of Latinos in Ala-
>bama.
Sunday School
We wi | | be taking a breec
Sunday School classes this summer, and do-
ing some other special activities at various
_times over the next few months! Stay tuned
: for more info!
t IDENTITY STATEMENT
(w , w/ (+&1(, w"'"P1""'duw
I AM an open and loving
witness for liberal Christianity in the
r Birmingham area. | stand with those
who seek justice and peace for all
people. | AM accepting and
inclusive. | embrace all people. | AM
a home where people are
encouraged: TO seek their own
answers, TO explore their spiritual
by lives.
od!
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Council Notes 8 A Message From David

I hope this letter finds everyone in the Pilgrim community doing well and enjoying summertime. This is
a great time of year to take trips, visit with friends, and enjoy a lazy afternoon trying to stay out of the
Al abama heat. Personally, |l dm amazed wedve alrea

Within the past month wedve really seen a | ot hap
enjoyed our Pentecost service and the work Janet did organizing the 20 voices (excellent choice of John

as the 16" century beermeister), while Tim complimented the church story with truly beautiful and

meaningful music as he always does. At our service today we had the opportunity to baptize Rashawn,

while Linda is getting ready to lead our youth on a trip to Atlanta (and we look forward to the stories
afterward!). The worship committee continues to do the little things (such as adding a bookcase to keep
the sanctuary tidy, having a more prominent Sunda
items, changing the paraments, or making sure we have liturgists and ushers every week) that we can

easily take for granted as a congregation on Sundays. Also recently Janet has been putting fine detail

on the duties for a liturgist, greeter, usher, and everything else to insure the worship experience runs

we continue to grow in our new space.

Financially, from our 25 pledges of $78,730, we have received $36,684. We have also received loose
offerings of $4,236. Other monies that we have received are - $5,300 towards the organ fund - $50 for
Strengthen the Church Fund - $333 for One Great Hour of Sharing and $600 for tornado fund for Nancy
and Brian. We are always thankful for Ethel Owen

Pilgrim is very lucky to have John Williams as our facilities chair. One tremendous positive has been
the decision to terminate our relationship with our previous cleaning company, while hiring Katherine

Mill er as church custodi an. Kat herineds positive
throughout our building. We also have volunteer(s) that have been helping with outdoor grounds
keeping. Recently, web6bve had a group of 3 wvolunte

regular basis. John continues to work on the sanctuary sound system improvements. In addition there
are many small things (such as adding coat/purse hooks in toilet stalls for example) that are too
numerous to list, but we do have systems and several people working to keep our facility clean,
maintained, and operating efficiently.

assistant. Nishita is a UAB student who has a mind numbing list of activities and accomplishments
including being named Ms. UAB in the scholarship competition, which from my days in UAB student
affairs tells me that she is very serious about making a tremendous impact both academically and with
her community involvement.

For the Building committee, as part of the renovation and furnishing project, the building committee,
with help from others, designed furniture layouts and ordered furniture for the Lobby, Fellowship Hall,
and Adult Room 2 as follows:

Lobby: Two upholstered chairs and two upholstered benches.
Fellowship Hall: Three round cafe tables.
Adult Room 2: Four upholstered chairs, one upholstered settee, and three tables.

The furniture should be in place by mid -July. Companies have also been identified for the sanctuary
chairs and the process is well underway to complete that part of our project as well.

smoot hly. Wedve had speci al meetings for discussji

As Harry Nelson mentioned at church today (I & wrli

I believe webdre also quite fortunate to have Ni shfi

dy
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Council Notes 8 A Message From David cont.

Concerning the CPR Process (the weekend that Cameron Trimble and her team spent with us), the first
major change Pilgrim will see is our new website. We also continue to meet to determine how to move
forward as Jennifer notes Othere are many moving |[p
smal | groups (David and Melissa hosting OFront Po|r

oo
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Another very active part of Pilgrim as always, is the Social Action committee. Sally Harris along with
our staff has really kept us moving briskly with many activities for those that choose to get involved.
Just yesterday we joined the estimated 2,500 others in Linn Park to protest the new Alabama immigra-
tion bill that is hard to believe that people who claim they are Christians, so proudly push through our
state government. On July 20 t Pilgrim will host HICA (Hispanic Interest Coalition of Alabama) that
will shed more light on what we can expect with this issue.

Sally and Linda have really worked hard to follow th
doorso6, as we have enjoyed |l earning about many i mpor
at the new Wednesday Night Food for Thought events the 1 st and 34 Wednesday of each month.

Pilgrim has also been active all over the community with GBM, Birmingham AIDS Outreach, the UAB

GSSA, providing snack bags for the homeless, the Firehouse Shelter, attending Southtown Neighbor-

hood Association meetings, Janet forming a facebook group as Pilgrim responded to the April 27  t torna-
dos, and meeting with Kathy Crenshaw to learn more about how Pilgrim can help as the Lakeview area
moves into the future. We also hosted groups from Youthserve, GBM, and out of town groups staying

with us during their local service projects.

Honestly for a church of our size and this being by far an incomplete list of our true activity, | find it
amazing that we also do things like hold jobs, go to school, raise children, sleep, and things of that na-
ture. I am confident that despite our numbers, BRilg
At the rally for a peaceful protest against the new immigration bill, | turned to Jennifer Sanders at one
point and mentioned oOowe need to get this crowd to
vi duals come and speak to us at that rally, and i
there, on a journey, hoping to live in a community that is inclusive and respects human dignity. When

you have those conversations, let them know they are welcome at Pilgrim anytime.

—~Q
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Have a great summer everyone!

David

Thank You and Congratulations to Pilgrim from the Southeast Conference, UCC

At the Annual Meeting in June, the Southeast Conference recognized congregations for their

giving to the wider church.  Pilgrim received a certificate of thanks forbeinga 65 f or 5 <cor
gation of the UVWBC®S5 nf 02r01506. 6congr egation i s one tl
offerings: 1) Our Church&és Wi der M)Neighboosin NBea ©ffeing;SB)p por t
Christmas Fund; 4) One Great Hour of Sharing; and 5) Strengthen the Church offering.

We ALSO RECEIVED a special certificate forbeinga 0 Si | ver Covenant Keeper
tion of t hSéverC&€énhbnd Keeper Congregations are those churches that contribute

bet ween 10% and 14% of their current operating e
(OCWM).
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Youth Fundraiser: To help with the cost of the
summer events, there will be a Hot Dog Lunch on
Sunday, July 17 after worship. Please plan to attend
and support our youth!

Lily Pads of Faith

AMy coming to faith did not start with a | eap
place to another. Like lily pads, round and green, these places summoned and then held me up whil
Each prepared me for the next leaf on which | would land, and in this way | moved across a swamp o
and fear. o

Anne Lamott

Traveling Mercies

b u
| grev
doubt

In my case it was protestant Christianity. For a while, som
times for our whole lives, that tradition speaks most clearly
us. But, religion is not synonymous with faith. Faith is som

f based not on a religious teachings, but on the security of a
WS habyodos environment. When 3

{trust in early |life and fai

onebds | evel of trust i n t he

For most of us, faith changes over the lifetime from a concrete belief in the stories and deities
birth tradition, to an individualized interpretation of that tradition, to a universal belief in the validity of
traditions. There are permutations along the
start out with a faith tradition, abandon it in young adulthood, and return to it in later life. Many people
are opting for a belief system that is not couched in religious terms at all, that does not fit neatly into g
ticular tradition, or may be a combination of many.

The basic questioaggardless of tradition or lack therearfe these: Do | believe in something greaLer

than myself? Do | trust that my life is unfolding as it should, and that | will be shown the next step in

evolution? Do | trust ? When one can answer
doubt and fear,d knowing that the next o6lily
up.

In all things give thanks,

Jane

Most people are born into a particular religious traditQi][)n.
0
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his needs will reliably be answered, a feeling of trust develops;
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Welcome Rashawn Trannon! What a joy to celebrate Rashaw
was also his 13th birthday! A 7th grader this fall, Rashawn loves video games, skateboarding,
and swimming; he is also a fast runner and a natural drummer! Rashawn and his mother,

Alicia, got to know Kista and Aaron Hamilton
duced Rashawn to the Pilgrim community in 2007, and he has become one of our beloved youth.
Wel come Rashawn, and all Godds blessings to vy

Volunteer opportunity at Pepper Place Saturday Market:

Pilgrim will be volunteering at the Pepper Place Saturday Market this summer! Until our main effort

starts up (helping get produce to local food programs), we will serve as general volunteers for the Mar-

ket: sitting in the volunteer tent, answering questions, and selling Pepper Place Market tee -shirts i an
enjoyable way to meet people and be part of the excitement of the market. We have 2 shifts from: 8:00 to
10:00 am, and from 10:00 to 12 noon. We will be volunteering every Saturday in July (2nd, 9th, 16th,

23rd, and 30th). Thank you to Carol Schulz, Bob Greene, and Jane Phillips for volunteering in June.

So far for July, we have: Saturday, July 2 8-10: Sally Harris 10-12: David and Melissa Precise

If you can help, please email the church office or Janet
(janetweidler@att.net). Also, please go to www.farmland.org/vote and _
vote for Pepper Place Saturday Market! No Farms, No Food! P

Uni ted Church of Chri st Womends South
Blowing Rock, North Carolina i October 7 -9, 2011

A Faith Inspired Look Toward Wholeness
Theme Scripture: Proverbs 3: 7 -8 NIV

0Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lo
and nourishment to our bones. ¢

Keynote Speaker: Ms. Barbara T. Baylor, MPH

Minister for Health Care Justice i Cleveland Conference Office
Bible Study Leader: Rev. Dian Jackson fi Rockingham, NC
Entertainment: Glen Bolick A Mountain Story Teller and Singer

Come and join us. Meet friends from past regional meetings. Relax in the beautiful surround-
ings of the North Carolina mountains. Renew Spirit, Vitality and Power

For more information, please contact Nancy Sales at
205-591-8908 or magoriannancy@yahoo.com

*Registration forms will be located at Pilgrim
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Social Action Update
Reach Out to Others this Summer!
Cooking Supper at the Firehouse . Call or email the contact person to let us know if you

can help cook or shop.
Friday, July 8 & Friday, August 12: Sally Harris (979.5149 or
sallygharris@gmail.com)

Snack Bags for Homeless: Pick up some non -perishable individually packed snacks when
you are shopping. Suggestions include: crackers, cookies, applesauce, chips, raisins, candy, Vienna
sausages, soft granola bars, small containers of fruit (nothing that is hard to chew). Bring these to
worship on the following Sundays fwe 61 1 assembl e bags duulyld gnd Aue |
gust 21. These snack bags will be taken to Highlands United Methodist for distribution to the
guests at their daily soup kitchen.

GBM Food Ministry:  Greater Birmingham Ministries reminds us that many children who
receive breakfasts and lunches at school will have less to eat this summer. Help them by remember-
ing kid -friendly foods as you shop for contributions to the GBM Food Pantry. Suggestions: peanut
butter, jelly, mac&cheese, soup, fruit, and crackers. We will collect food for GBM on July 3 and Au-
gust 7.

Welcome a Stranger _: Summer in the South is a time for family reunions and annual get -
togethers on July 4, and other special days. Invite someone who is new to the area, someone who is
far away from their family, or someone who might be lonely to join your get -together. Jesus has in-
vited all Godds children to the table, and has
a leaf to the table or put another slab of ribs on the grill, and welcome someone to your family circle.

| 0 w:
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urday Market features the freshest locally grown
fruits, vegetables, flowers and plants from a hundred
miles around® plus honeysweet home grown music

KH G

on three stages. There are also cooking demonstrations

from nationally recognized chefs, hanchade crafts,
and more music than ever before as part of The Year
of Alabama Music. Come on down to Pepper Place!
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Market
Cast your vote at:

www.farmland.org/vote



