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pil -grim (pilgrim) n. a person who makes a journey to some sacred place.
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Are Your Ears Tingling?

ONow the Lord came and stood ther e

0Samuel! Samuel!é6 And Samuel said,
Sunday School 10am is |listening.6 Then the Lord said t
Worship 11am . . .
to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone
CHURCH STAFE who hears of 18amuel3 I0glle. 0
Moderator: David Precise I love the Old Testament story of the boy, Samuel. You remem-
Music Director: Tim Tipton ber that Samuel ds mot her , Hannah, h a
Interim Pastor: Sally G.Harisjand t he pri est, EIl i, at the templ e.
Administrative Assistant: word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not wide-
Nishita Baxi spread. 6 |t was a time when, as in o

Custodian: Katherine Miller § hear or attend to the still -speaking God.

Samuel heard God calling him by name, but assumed it must

have been EIli, the priest, calling i
uel responded to the third time he h
for your servant is |listening. 6 Then
great plans God ha $ plansthat \Blbrmke&Sané s wor
uel ds ears tingl e!

In this new year of 2012, God is calling us to look, to listen, to
reach out to others. Like Samuel, many of us are not expecting to
hear from God. Like Samuel, we need to learn to listen and respond
with willingness to serve. We are all frequently blinded by the dis-
IDENTITY STATEMENT tractions of the world. We all hear so much noise from media and
traffic gngl technology that we have learned to ignore much of what
we hear.
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I AM an open and loving _ )
witness for liberal Christianity in My 2012 prayer for our community of faith and for each of us

the Birmingham area. | stand with § as individuals is that God will help up to see and hear and receive the
those who seek justice and peace § information from all our senses more clearly. Together and sepa-
for all people. 1 AM accepting and § .01y we need to take the time to listen, look, and discern. All of us

inclusive. | embrace all people. | o . . .- .
AM a home where people are at Pilgrim are being given opportunities to reach out in love to a hurt-

encouraged: TO seek their own | INg world.
answers, TO explore their

T : : :
spiritual lives. Are your ears tingling? God will be using us to accomplish

S meaningful things, if we will but listen and respond with willingness.
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love can transform us all. Grace and Peace,

Sally



Moder at or s Not es

We spend January 1 walking through our lives, room by room, drawing up a list of work to be
done, cracks to be patchedMaybe this year, to balance the list, we ought to walk through the rooms of
our lives... not looking for flaws, but for potential. This is a quote from Ellen Goodman and for me illus-
trates one of the central themes for my continued membership at Pilgrim.
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during the Moderator report at our annual meeting.
However | usually find my life is much happier and more productive if | focus my energy as Ms. Goodman
has suggested. | continue to be very excited to be a part of Pilgrim, and most certainly look forward tp
2012. Without creating a list here, | know that as a church leader there is a lot of work to get done imme-
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how much she has meant to so many in the Pilgrim community.
With that in mind, | also know that we are very fortunate to have Sally Harris and Tim Tipton in our migst,
and that the size of our church at this time does not demand two full time ministers. | also think a lot
about how | continue to believe that no matter the number of people, that when Pilgrim provides an in
clusive place of worship for anyone, that is why we exist. Birmingham and the state of Alabama continue
to prove there is a great need for Christian communities that care about acceptance, compassion, angd
uniting people, and Pilgrim is most certainly one of those places.

Looking forward to 2012.
David

A Bit of History from Ethel Owen

| have just finished reading 0 AOOT 1 & 6y Dr. HénA M.IED-E
monds. It was published in 1961 and the manuscript was completed
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from February 1949 to November 1952. | have always admired Dr. Ed-
monds? especially since he off|C|ated at my wedding May 5, 1951 at o

F T ... 8th Avenue North down-
) ‘\a town church.

In his book Dr. Edmonds e
|descr|bes his time at Pilgri S as
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ply, until they could find a permanent pastor. | stayed there three
: years and they were three happy years. There never were braver or
more loyal people. They have completed a successful building cam-
paign and have a strong, faithful man at their head, the Rev. C. W.
"Al AxET 886 $08 %AiT11A06 PEAOOQA EO
A History of the Pilgrim Congregational Church United Church of
Christ 19032003.

- (Photo on left of Dr. Edmonds at Pilgrim; top right photo of ground
breaking at Montclair Rd. Church)
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January Calendar

Friday, January 134elp cook supper at Firehouse.
Contact Sally Harris @ 972149 or
sallygharris@gmail.com

Sunday, January 1%Worship ad Communion; Snack
Bags for homelessring individually wrapped snacks
Bags will be assembled after worship.

Monday, January 16Martin Luther King day of
service. Check with Sally for opportunities for
community service.

Remember to save your Campbell soup labels a
Box Tops for Education coupons from General
Mills products! Fran Feazel collects them and
sends them to Elon College in North Carolina (a
UCC college) for their use.

5:30pm: Church Council Meeting. Please bring
committee reports for 2011.

Sunday, January 22Pilgrim's annual meeting will be
held on Sunday, January 22nd following worship.
Please plan to attend! Lunch will be provided

Sunday, January 2%th Sunday Special Music Servig
planned by Tim Tipton

Sunday, February:5Super Bowl Game NightJoin us
to play board games and other games and to watch
the Super Bowl. We will have soup and chili for
supper!

Tuesday, February 2Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper
All the pancakes you can eat in a fun, Mardi Gras
setting!

Thanks toApril Pucetti for keeping the
planters by the front door and the garden
area looking great! The pansies, rose-
mary, and ornamental kale that April
planted are thriving and help welcome

e L
everyone to Pilgrim!

The Firehouse Shelteasks that you consider|
donate any UNUSED GIFT CARDS to the Shel-
ter as a way to meet the clothing, food, furni;
ture, household item, and electronic needs g
the men we serve.




