
 

IDENTITY 

STATEMENT 

 

I AM PILGRIM CHURCH…  

 

I AM an open and loving  

witness for liberal Christianity 

in the Birmingham area.  

 

I stand with those who seek 

justice and peace for all people. 

  

I AM accepting and inclusive.  

 

I embrace all people.   

 

I AM a home where people are 

encouraged:  TO seek their 

own answers, TO explore their 

spiritual lives.        

 

I AM a follower 

of Jesus.   

 

God’s love  

can transform  

us all. 

 

Pilgrim’s Progress 
 

 pil-grim (pilgrim) n. a person who makes a journey to some sacred place. 

Hello Pilgrims, 

 

         And Blessings to you all in 2011!  We 
have certainly brought 2010 to an end in 
grand style! The Advent/Christmas season at 
Pilgrim was extraordinary!  Thank you to all 
who whose time, expertise, and participation 
made all the following so memorable:  a 
creative Advent workshop, a meaningful 
World AIDS Day program, an inspiring 
Labyrinth experience, uplifting worship & 
music, lovely decorations, a very merry 
Christmas party, a  special Advent service at 
0ÉÌÇÒÉÍ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ Ô×Ï ÏÔÈÅÒ "ȭÈÁÍ 5## 
churches , and an outpouring of gifts and 
generosity for GBM and other needy families 
in the area. 

 

         The New Year is already shaping up to 
be full of excitement and new beginnings!  
Just to take one example, the visioning 
process we will be doing in the first part of 
2011 with the Center for Progressive Church 
2ÅÎÅ×ÁÌ ÈÏÌÄÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅ ÆÏÒ 0ÉÌÇÒÉÍȭÓ 
futureɂplease plan to be a part of this 
ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȦ  %ÁÃÈ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÉÎÐÕÔ ÉÓ ÉÎÖÁÌÕÁÂÌÅȢ  
(You can read more about this below.) 

 

         May the God of new beginnings guide us 
each day as we move forward into a renewed 
and renewing vision for Pilgrim UCC! 

 

  Love, Peace & Joy to all, 

 

                              Janet Boyd Weidler 

Sunday School 10am 
Worship 11am  

 

Church Office hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9am ɀ 1pm 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor:  Rev. Janet Boyd Weidler 

Moderator: Carol Schulz 
Christian Education and Church 

Development:  Linda Miner 
Music Director: Tim Tipton 
Admin. Asst.: Susan Wood 

Whoever you are...wherever you are on lifeôs journey...You are welcome here.Whoever you are...wherever you are on lifeôs journey...You are welcome here.  

January 6th, Epiphany: On this 12th day after Christmas, the church remembers the 
visit of the magi to the Christ child.   According to the gospel of Matthew, sages from the 
East came to Jerusalem seeking the child. They had observed a new star rising and followed 
ÉÔ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÂÏÒÎ ËÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ *Å×ÓȢ 4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ÅÐÉÐÈÁÎÙ ÍÅÁÎÓ ȰÍÁÎÉÆÅÓÔÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÏÒ 
ȰÓÕÄÄÅÎ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÉÎÇȢȱ $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÁÓÏÎ ÁÆÔÅÒ %ÐÉÐÈÁÎÙȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÌÁÓÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ φÔÈ ÕÎÔÉÌ 
the beginning of Lent, the church focuses on making Christ known to the world, reading 
stories of call, prophecy, and discipleship. Many churches observe the feast of the Epiphany 
on the Sunday prior, which this year is January 2nd.  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS, AND RESERVE THESE DATES   

 

Friday, January 21st and Saturday, January 22nd here 
at Pilgrim:  0ÈÁÓÅ )ȟ 6ÉÓÉÏÎÉÎÇ 0ÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÆÏÒ 0ÉÌÇÒÉÍȬÓ 
Future, with Rev. Cameron Trimble & colleagues, 
Center for Progressive Renewal, Atlanta. 

 

Friday, January 21st , Individual One-On-One Interviews with Cameron: Cameron 
will conduct individual, one-on-one interviews with members/friends of Pilgrim to get 
to know us better and hear our perspectives on Pilgrim's future.  Anyone in the 
congregation who is willing, is invited to sign up for a 30-40 minute individual 
interview between 11 am ɀ 9 pm Friday; and Saturday, 8 am-10 am.  A sign-up sheet 
will be made available on Sunday mornings and by email.  

 

Saturday, January 22nd, 10 am ɀ 2 pm:  Group Visioning Session-  Pilgrim: Past, 
Present and Future.  All in the congregation are invited and urged to attend:  we hope 
for broad participation! Lunch will be provided.  
 

Following these sessions on January 21st -22nd, a smaller leadership team will be 
formed to take all this input and to begin doing strategic planning/visioning.  This 
initial gathering on January 21st -22nd will be the beginning point and foundation for the 
next steps.  We hope you will plan to participate on January 21-22, 2011, and that you 
will keep Pilgrim in your prayers as we set off on the next phase of our journey!  

JANUARY 2011                                                           HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!                
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January Calendar 
 

Sunday School - 10am each Sunday 
Worship Service -  11am each Sunday with 
Fellowship Time after Worship  

           

Sunday, January 2 ɂ 11am Worship with Communion 
 

Monday, January 3ɂChurch office closed 
 

Sunday, January 9ɂ11am Worship 
 

Tuesday, January 11ɂSocial Action Committee,  
11:30 am brown bag at Pilgrim            
 

Friday, January 14 ɀ Cook at Firehouse Shelter 
 

Sunday, January 16 - 11am Worship 

 

Friday, January 21 and Saturday, January 22- 
Visioning Sessions with Rev. Cameron Trimble from the 
Center for Progressive Renewal. We hope for broad 
participation from the congregation in these sessions. It 
ÉÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ȰÍÁËÅ Á ÐÌÁÎȱ ÆÏÒ ÈÏ× ×Å ÍÏÖÅ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ 
toward further growth and revitalization, and we hope 
all of you can help to form that vision.  
 

Sunday, January 23 -  11am Worship with Communion 
 

Sunday, January 23 -  Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation 
 

Sunday, January 31 -  11am Music Service  
 

Sunday, February 6  - Official Installation Service for 
our new pastor 

Lections for January 2011 

 

January 2, 2011: Jeremiah 31:7-14 or Sirach 24:1-12 
Psalm 147:12-20 or Wisdom of Solomon 10:15-21 
Ephesians 1:3-14;  John 1:(1-9), 10-18 
            Or the readings for Epiphany may be used: 

Isaiah 60:1-6 with Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 

 

January 9, 2011: Isaiah 42:1-9 with Psalm 29 
Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 

 

January 16, 2011: Isaiah 49:1-7 
Psalm 40:1-11; I Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 

 

January 23, 2011: 
Isaiah 9:1-4;  
Psalm 27:1, 4-9;  
I Corinthians 1:10-18 
Matthew 4:12-23 

 

January 30, 2011:  
Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15;  
I Corinthians 1:18-31 
Matthew 5:1-12 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS   
and ANNIVERSARIES 

 

6 ɀ Bud Precise 
7 ɀ Nancy Sales 

9 ɀ Virginia Wallace 
18 - Memphis Hamilton   

22 ɀ Sellers Bell 
30 - Kista Hamilton 

4 - 'ÁÒÙ !ÂÅÌ Ǫ *ÏÈÎ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍÓȭ 
Anniversary 

-ÏÄÅÒÁÔÏÒȭÓ .ÏÔÅÓȟ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ςπρρ 

 

,ÅÔȭÓ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȦ  ςπρρ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÁÎ 
invigorating year for us, as we begin the process of revitalizing 
0ÉÌÇÒÉÍȢ  7ÅȭÌÌ ÐÌÁÎ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÒÅÖÉÔÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ #ÁÍÅÒÏÎ 4ÒÉÍȤ
ble and Jim Powell on January 21-ςςȢ  7ÅȭÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÕÒ !ÎÎÕÁÌ 
-ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ςσȟ ςπρρȢ  7ÅȭÌÌ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌ *ÁÎÅÔ ÁÓ ÏÕÒ ÐÁÓÔÏÒ 
ÏÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ φȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇȦ 

 

In thinking back over the two years I have been Moderator, I 
came across these thoughts from my Notes of October, 2009.  I 
think they still hold true. 
 

How audacious Pilgrim has been as we traveled on 
our journey! We are a very small congregation with 
fewer than 100 members.  What are we thinking? 

 

Perhaps we are thinking that God is still speaking.  
God is calling us to be a presence in the Birmingham 
community, a welcoming home for all.  God is holding 
us to our commitment to educate ourselves, our chil-
dren, and our neighbors about what is important in 
this life.  God wants us to continue being a voice for 
justice and peace in the city and in the world.  We 
have a covenant with God to continue in our relation-
ship with Her/Him, just as God has assured us that 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÆÏÒÅÖÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌȢ 

 

    May God bless us all! 

     Carol 

 

Be always at war with your vices, 
at peace with your neighbors,  

and let each new year find you a 
better man. - Benjamin Franklin  
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Possessions 

 

Ȱ)Î ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄȣÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÁÔÔÁÃÈÍÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÕÐ×ÁÒÄ---
ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÆÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÇÅÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÉÎÔȢ  "Ù ȬÕÐ×ÁÒÄȭ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÍÅÁÎÔ Á 
gradual relaxation of attachment to physical objects and 
stimuli, accompanied by a progressive release from self-
ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔȢȱ         (ÕÓÔÏÎ 3ÍÉÔÈ ÉÎ 4ÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄȭÓ 2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÎÓ 

 

Ȱ)Î ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÍÁÔÔÅÒÓ ÍÏÓÔȣ(Ï× ×ÅÌÌ ÄÉÄ ÙÏÕ ÌÉÖÅȩ
(Ï× ×ÅÌÌ ÄÉÄ ÙÏÕ ÌÏÖÅȩ (Ï× ×ÅÌÌ ÄÉÄ ÙÏÕ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÔÏ ÌÅÔ ÇÏȩȱ 
                                      Zen PoemɂAnonymous 

 

 I remember well when my former mother-in-law, Sara, 
began giving me her possessions.  First, her collection of tea cups 
and saucers, each different, bone china and lovely; they were gifts 
given to her over the years by family and friends.  Then, cut glass, 
handed down from mother-in-law to daughter-in-law for 
generations.  Pretty soon, she was giving me everything she 
ÈÁÄÎȭÔ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ Á ×ÈÉÌÅȢ  Ȱ(ÅÒÅȟ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÉÓȟ ) ÎÅÖÅÒ ÕÓÅ ÉÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÉÓȢȱ  )ȭÄ ÃÁÒÒÙ ÁÒÍÌÏÁÄÓ Á×ÁÙ ÔÈÁÎËÉÎÇ ÍÙ ÌÕÃËÙ ÓÔÁÒÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÈÁÐÐÉÌÙ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÄÏ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔȢ  ) ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÓÈÅ 
would let all these precious relics go.  When we cleared out her 
ÍÏÔÈÅÒȟ $ÏÌÌÙȭÓȟ ÂÉÇ ÆÁÒÍÈÏÕÓÅȟ ) ÔÏÏË ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÏÂÏÄÙ ÅÌÓÅ 
×ÁÎÔÅÄȢ  4ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȬÁÃÑÕÉÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÐÈÁÓÅȭ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȟ ÁÎÄ ȬÓÔÕÆÆȭ ×ÁÓ 
the essence. 
 

 This memory was brought to mind recently, when I 
pulled one of those cut glass decanters out of my sideboard, dim 
with dust and disuse.  I cleaned it up and gave it to my daughter-
in-ÌÁ×ȭÓ ÓÉÓÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ Á ×ÅÄÄÉÎÇ ÇÉÆÔȢ  ) ÈÁÄÎȭÔ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÔ ÉÎ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÎÄ 
×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏȢ  )ȭÖÅ ÌÁÔÅÌÙ ÅÎÃÏÕÎÔÅÒÅÄ Á ÐÒÏÆÏÕÎÄ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÔÏ ȬÇÅÔ 
ÒÉÄ ÏÆ ÓÔÕÆÆȢȭ  /ÎÅ ÄÁÙ ÌÁÓÔ ×ÅÅËȟ ) ÃÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÔÈÉÒÔÙ-three gallon 
garbage bags of clothes to the Lovelady Thrift Store.  I was 
mortified to think I had so many unnecessary items when there 
were people just trying to stay warm. 
 

 One of the many perks of getting older is this 
understanding that possessions are not important, in fact, they 
are an encumbrance.  Just this week, I was talking with a friend as 
we strolled through a department store that was dazzlingly 
decorated for the holidays.  My friend had recently lost his home 
to foreclosure and was forced to start over with almost nothing.  
He looked at the beautiful the objects, picked them up, pondered 
ÔÈÅÍ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÓÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÂÁÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÅÌÆȢ  (Å ÔÏÌÄ ÍÅȟ Ȱ9ÏÕ ËÎÏ×ȟ 
)ȭÍ ÒÅÌÕÃÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÁÃÑÕÉÒÅ Á ÌÏÔȢ  4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÃÏÍÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÃÁÒÃÉÔÙȢȱ 
 

 The beginning of a new year is always a good time to 
clear out and clean up.  I encourage you to take a look around 
your home, decide what you absolutely do not need and give it 
away.  That goes for your internal environment as well.  Old 
attitudes, old ways of thinking that are holding you back, or 
causing you distress---ÇÉÖÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏÔȟ ÔÏÏȢ  9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÅÄ 
ÁÔ ÈÏ× ÍÕÃÈ ÌÉÇÈÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÅÅÒ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÆÅÅÌȢ 

 

    Keeping the faith, 

 

                Jane Philips  

Kindness: Planting Seeds and Random Acts 
 
Words which do not give the light of Christ increase the 
darkness.   - Mother Teresa 
 

Be kind whenever possible. It is always possible.  
    - The Dalai Lama 
 

Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a great battle. 
    - Philo of Alexandria 
 

We do not draw people to Christ by loudly discrediting 
what they believe, by telling them how wrong they are 
and how right we are, but by showing them a light that 
is so lovely that they want with all their hearts to know 
the source of it.     - Madeleine L'Engle 
 

We are here on earth to do good for others. What the 
others are here for, I don't know.   - W.H. Auden 
 

When you carry out acts of kindness you get a 
wonderful feeling inside. It is as though something 
inside your body responds and says, yes, this is how I 
ought to feel.              - Rabbi Harold Kushner 
 

I choose to rise up out of that storm and see that in 
moments of desperation, fear, and helplessness, each of 
us can be a rainbow of hope, doing what we can to 
extend ourselves in kindness and grace to one another. 
!ÎÄ ) ËÎÏ× ÆÏÒ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ÔÈÅÍȣȣȣȣȣȣȢȢ 
there's only us.     - Oprah Winfrey 

Beautiful Cross above the          altar, Pilgrim Church UCC    
     Created and loaned by            Jane Phillips  
        ²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΧ             ²ƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ    
                   ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΧ          ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ 



2817 6th Ave. South 
Birmingham, AL 35233 

(205) 731-0999 
www.pilgrimuccbham.org 

pilgrimuccbham@bellsouth.net 

        PILGRIMõS PROGRESS  

 

  January 2011   page 4 

Theology Among the People (TAP) 
Course in Christian Education 

 

On January 10th from 7-9pm, the TAP 
course on the Pentateuch and Christian 
Education will begin meeting here in 
Birmingham. Eight weeks long it will help 
participants learn more about leading and 
teaching Christian education while the 
major themes of the Jewish Torah are 
studied. 
 

The course will meet at the Highland 
Manor, 2040 Highland Avenue. The cost 
for the course is $100, although 
scholarships are available. For details, 
books, and questions you may want 
answered Sally Harris at Pilgrim Church 
would be happy to help. She will be the 
facilitator for the class.  Please contact her 
at 979-5149 or sallygharris@gmail.com.  
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All committee annual reports should 

be emailed to the church office by 

December 31, 2010.  They will be 

assembled into one booklet and 

copied, then distributed on Sunday, 

January 16 so that everyone can read 

them by the time of the Annual 

Meeting on Sunday, January 23, 2011. 

mailto:sallygharris@gmail.com

