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pil -grim (pilgrim) n. a person who makes a journey to some sacred place.
61 Ol YI UwaOQUWEUI1888PT T UI YI UwaOUwEUI uislep

FEBRUARY 2011  Adventures Ahead: A Note from your Pastor
Sunday School 10am

Worship 11am The year is off to an amazing The energy and excitement
start! Despite the snow, ice and cold from Saturday spilled over into Sunday,
Church Office hours: weather of January, new growth is in ~ Jan. 23, when we had our Annual

Monday-Friday: 9amt 1pm the air at Pilgrim. Last weekend, our Meeting and lunch after worship. As
team from the Center for Progressive usual, our Moderator did a great job, as
Renewal (Rev. Cameron Trimble, Jim did others giving reports. Coming right
S . Williams, and Robb Corr) gave usa  on the heels of the weekend with the
Moderator: David Precise . . .
Christian Ed & Church Development] JUMP start for the journey toward CPR team, there was such a great spirit
Linda Miner growth and renewal. The of renewed enthusiasm and
Music Director: Tim Tipton AT T COACAOQET T 80 bAOOimEE SO Eebple stépped OE A
interviews as well as the group session forward to take on different tasks and
was outstanding! EAI D EAAD OEI COEI 11T«

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Janet Boyd Weidler

The team spent the first part of Another big event coming up is
the weekend conducting 30 interviews my Installation during worship on
with pilgrim people and gatheringinfo 3 OT AAUh &AA8 ¢38 ' Dy
about challenges and strengths of our a joyful celebration (somewhat like a
congregation. On Saturday, from 10:00wedding), in which a pastor and
am to 2:00 pm, the team led a congregation promise their faithfulness
IDENTITY STATEMENT Workshop (attended by 2; p_ilgr_ims) in toone anpther and make the
) - 0),'2)- vylﬁh%ttf%%egented their findings partners_hl_p and covenant between
from the interviews and from other them official. Barbara Everett,
| AM an open and loving written materials, set forth their #EAEODPAOOIT 1T &£ 1060 ! «
witness for liberal Christianity in | recommendations for what steps we  Church & Ministry Committee, and
the Birmingham area. need to take in the next 4 months, got Rev. Dr. Timothy Downs, SEC
_ I stand with those who seek | i1t ideas & feedback from the group, Conference Minister, will do the
justice and peace for all peoplef o4 1o ryjited volunteers to head up OET OOAITEITC6 AT A $08

I AM accepting and inclusive. - .
| embrace all people. task teams. They are now compiling allthe preacher of the day. Everyone is

| AM a home where people are the info from the weekend into a enthusiastically invited to the service
encouraged: TOseek their own report, which will provide more detail and to the potluck lunch which will
answers, TO explore their on their recommendations and a follow.
spiritual lives. timeline for the process. They will L o
I AM a follower of Jesus. outline the specific info we need to set | thank God for bringing Pilgrim

"TAB0 17 0A AAT | aefdcivElraworkifg fofidhtin for and e together and for the great
growth, welcome newcomers in to our PI€SSINg of being your pastor, and ook
To view this newsletter midst, reach out to our neighbors, and forward to a wonderful celebration on

in color online, go to plan activities in which new folks and Feb. 6.
www. pilgrimuccbham.org.

NS L Y2 | the cal nity around us ¢ §e AU "iTI ABO OARAR
#1EAE OEA i El & QRERIAT A T AN G hORA g i~
at the bottom of the page. You| ;" a"="s'ae 4 9 AE A AAT O AaCCogagé us all on 'ge eXC(%I%gO OAF
should be able to either open the ! _E _E A EA . AAI qou91 d dhdd& ! O s
document or save it to your they_W|II continue to work with us to '
computer. It will be in Adobe | Provide guidance, coaching, and Blessings,

Acrobat format. training as we go forward. Janet
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We owe our Moderator of the past two years, Carol Schulz, and also our outgoing Mitederator, Harry
Nelson, a huge¢hank youfor all their hard work, long hours and dedicated leadership. Carol will take a break
from Church Council, but Harry is soldiering on as Membership Chairperson. Kista Hamilton is rotating off
Council after heroically carrying out several different jobs, including Clerk and Fellowship. Helen Kelly is leavin

EAO AEI ECAT O AT A 11 O0EI ¢ OAOOGEAA ET -Ai ARO #AOAS
them Godspeed and send our love, support and prayers as they move to another community of faith.

Many thanks to all those who will be serving on Church Council in 2011, both returning and new
members! We are grateful for all the time and gifts you will share and for your commitment to Pilgrim. Thank
our 2011 Council in this newslettgr

May God bless all the leaders, members and friends who are part of the Pilgrim family, and mak
the strong and caring community that it is!

Try To See It My Way

OAA EO 1 UThe Betltleéss 6
evolution of the human species in the next ten million years, and that question always helps me to get bag

i U PAOODA A &snarte AMison Schaef

- Dan Castellaneta and Homer Simpson

Human beings are endlessly fascinating. We never tire of hearing ourselves talk and all of us, without
exception, believe that our way is the right way; those who think, believe and act as we do are correct and

stubborn gene that causes me to cherish my own convictions like family jewels? You and | can agree, or agre

Today, it borders on being a global disease. We are inundated with opinions from every part of the world and
seldom do we agree with one another. We very well may bring ourselves to an untimely end because of our
inability to listen to each other and empathize.

When | think in global terms, and listen to the cacophony of angry opinions and
cross accusations | come away feeling helpless and hopeless. What can | possibly dg
change anything? | can spend my life ruminating and wringing my hands or | can char
what is available to me--my own heart. | can learn to listen and to speak respectfully t
I OEAOOS8 )y AAT 1T AAOT OF cCci O6AOT 1TU 1T x1
This is a challenge for me since | am by nature a rather hateful person. | can stop and
AOE 1T UOAI £# OEA NOAOOEI 1T DHOO O OOAAETA
OEEO | AEA6 E1T OEA AEC DPEAOOOAe 7ETT )
from now? | can adjust my perspective to include people who disagree with me. Or,
can just go to clown college.

Keeping the faith,
Jane Philips

you also to Bob Greene and the Nominating Committee for gathering such a talented grouBleése see the list of

O7EAT ) Al EAOOI AA AAT 66 OI i AGEET ¢ch ) Al xAuo 0OOQi
O4EAOBO EOA 91 6 PATPI A EAOGA OO0TT A ET 1T U xAU 111
everybody else is just full of hot air. Lately, | have been asking myself what makes me that way? Where is the
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Not only is it strangely human to be egaentric, but it is the cause of much suffering on this green planef.
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her position of Member Care, as she and Bill have decided to transfer their membership to a church closer to their
home in Pell City. Helen and Bill have been an important part of our church family and we will miss them dearly.
We thank them for all the love and support they have given Pilgrim through many years, and we thank Helen for
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Moderator Notes z January 26, 2011: Running to Pilgrim

In 8t grade | was the fastest kid on the football team. Ultimately that led to some success in track and field and
soccer. One area of running that | did not excel in was the long distance runs. | had a few good friends in high

OAET 11 OEAO OA1T AOI OO0 Ai 61 60uUh AT A xEAT OEAU OAI EAA
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I:ast year we moved our church location to 2817%Ave. South. Mejissa and | alsp live ot @wve. South, but 23 B
Al TAEO AxAUS &1 O OT T A OAAOGITh ) AAAEAAA O) xEIlI1]| 00Ol
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morning, surely | can run a few miles.

This is when | realized the parallels between my run and Pilgrim. The hardest part of the run is getting up off
OEA Ol £As8 )y 060 TEAA OEAOAS )y 8OA Cci1 O %30.h .AOA EQ®
make me watch HGTV. What made it possible was to vision the outcome of running into the Pilgrim parking
17T0h AOAT OEI OCE OEAOA xAOT1 80 ClIEITC O AA A OEAA|T (

With Pilgrim we had our Blue Roof Church with its beautiful backdrop and scenery. How could we physically
CAO Obp AT A I 1TO0A 100 I £ OEEO bl AARe ) 060 OEA EAORAO(
process, we did it.

The first few blocks of the run are tough. | have to get used to the pace and the terrain. Even the slightest
change of elevation at first is difficult. The first few steps of leaving the Blue Roof site were more difficult.

Then something starts to happen. After five or six blocks, | start to warm up. | get into a rhythm and gain
confidence. | forget about my static position on the couch, and now | am thinking about conquering this block
and the next one. Loyal Pilgrim members cleaned out the church, worked to sell the property, and locate a
temporary space among many other chores. The more that was done, the more momentum is created. | made
it 10 blocks, 15 blocks! Pilgrim sold the property, found a temporary space, and started really looking at a
potential new home.

One dayz we made it! We are here, at the Mannheim Building, now Pilgrim Church! We have a new pastor!
| made it too! 3.1 miles, and | ran the whole way!
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trying to figure out exactly where we are and where we are going.
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There is good news though. Almost our entire membership participated in small groups with Janet and Linda
this Fall. Tim is still playing fantastic calming Taize pieces as well as some of his traditional sanctuaimaking

powerful postludes. We just spent a weekend with Cameron Trimble and a wonderful Progressive Renewal
team that is showing us how to make it back home, that last 23 blocks, 3.1 miles, or realizing the vast potentia
that Pilgrim Church can play in the city of Birmingham.

| cannot say enough about our last church council and all those that came before us to get us to this point. But
here we are and we have everything we need to fulfill our mission and provide a true liberal voice of A
#EOEOOEAT EOU OECEO ET OEA T EAATA T &£ 1 AAAT A8 7Al T AL
moving.

Peace be with you.

David
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Alabama sentences more people to death per capita than almost any other state in the union. Are there viablg
alternatives to the death penalty?

Join us to explore answers to this important question.

*Hear former death row prisoner Billy Neal Moore speak about his time on death row and his conversion and
release.

*Hear Art Laffin, Bonnita Spikes, and Rev. Wilton Bunch, family members of murder victims, speak about their
reasons for opposing the death penalty.

Attend workshops to explore:
-Legal Aspects of the Death Penalty in Alabama
-The Death Penalty and Christian Ethics
-Restorative Justice as an Alternative to the Death Penalty
-What Can We Do?

-register to be sure of a box lunch!

To pre-register phone 205871-4695, or emailAshley.Collar@Canterburyumc.org Cost $10, scholarships
available.

Join us at 7 pm on Friday Feb. 8 and all day Sat. Feb. ¥t Canterbury United Methodist Church, 350
Overbrook Rd, Mountain Brook, AL.

and concern for all who are victimized by violent crime. In the face of the devastating effects of murder, with

"'T A0 EAI P xA OAARAE OAOOT OAOEOA EOOOEAA AT A EAAIEI

Social Action Update

All of us know that there are many who are hungry in this city. | am hoping that all of us will
make a renewed effort to bring norperishable food to Pilgrim on the first Sunday of each month. The
items you bring are distributed to needy people through Greater Birmingham Ministries. Maybe our
food collections are easily forgotten because they come every month.

| decided to mark one of my ecdEOE AT A1l Uh OAOOAAI A OEI PPET C

CieElT¢c T1Th ) AAT OO OEA O&OAAG TTAO EIT 1 U AAgQ

month to buy food, cleaning supplies, and personal grooming items.

advocate justice, and to share with our neighbors who are in need. Sally Harris

MATTERS OF LIFE AND DEATH: ALTERNATIVES TO THE DEATH PENALTY

Fellowship over lunch with others who share your questions and concerns about the death penalty. You must |pre

Canterbury UMC will host this conference which is sponsored by Justice And Mercy For All (JAM). The mission of
*1 - EO Ol AA OA AiTiiOTEOU T &£ PAITPIA xET OAARE O Al
recognizing our own need for mercy, we ask mercy for others, especially those on Death Row. We affirm our ¢
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items to get the discount, then | can put the second one in the bag for GBM. When the stores have items
on specia for $1.00 each, | can get several for GBM. | have budgeted an amount that | will spend every

My GBM bag is hanging on the pantry door, and it is already beginning to fill up. On February|6, |
can bring it to Pilgrim, empty it and start again. | hope everyone will find ways to give our efforts to feed
OEA EOIT coOU OEA AOOAT OEIT OEAU AAOGAOOA OEEO UAAOS


mailto:Ashley.Collar@Canterburyumc.org

PI LGRI M6S PROGRESS page5

FEBRUARY 2011

Pilgrim Church Council
Committee Chairs for 2011

Moderator
David Precise

Vice Moderator
Jennifer Sanders

Clerk
Libba Owen

Financial Secretary
Ethel Owen

Treasurer
Derek Pierce

Religious Services/Worship
Mandy Pierce

Membership
Harry Nelson

Fellowship
Rhoda Morgan

Social Action
Sally Harris

Facilities
John Williams
Ron Creamer

*'aﬁ“’, =

Beautiful Cross.above the altar, Pilgrim Church

UCC, 9reated and\loant‘a . by Jane Phillips——
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Denomination Affairs
Virginia Wallace

Chief Financial Officer
Derek Pierce

Religious Education
Karen Eargle

Marie C. Mayer, former member of Pilgrim
Congregational Church, passed away on January

18th. A memorial service was held Saturday, January

22nd at South Highland Presbyterian Church, wherg
OEA xAO AT AAOQEOA 1Al AA
members will remember Marie for her many hours
of devoted volunteer work with the church and other
causes. She is survived by her sons W. Charles May
[l (Cheryl), Richard C. Mayer (Sherri), and daughter
Marion Crabb (James), and nine grandchildren.

08

yer

Eco-Friendly Tips

Never put water down the drain when there may be another,

use for it such as watering a plant or garden, or cleaning.

Unplug cell phone chargers and video games when they a

not in use. Many of these continue to use electricity even
when you are not using them.




A Letter of Thanks, Direction and Encouragement from
Rev. Cameron Trimble of The Center for Progressive Renewal

Dear Pilgrim,

Thank you once again for the privilege of working with you over the weekendyou are an exceptional
group, and you WILL grow into a significant faith community in BirminghamWe are lucky to help in
that process.

We are now working on developing the beginning of a project plan for yolWe are combining what we

learned from our discussions with you with best practices in church growth and hope to deliver a clear

measurable strategy within the week. | want to reiterate the importance of moving quickly on these
issues and not getting bogged down in committees or obtuse decision makingy the end of 2011, |
hope that Pilgrim will have increased its average attendance by at least 1/3 and is on track to double
attendance by the middle of 2012. This, of course, depends on a lot of factors which we can work on
together.

After leaving this past weekend, it occurred to us that we may need ongoing training and conversation.

When | complete the project plan, | will also include future dates for webinars where we can look at

best practices in church communication, outreach, small group formation and administration. These
can be open to anyone who's interested, or you can choose to limit that to the group that's in charge
these particular issues. | leave that up to you.

For now, here is what you can do to help:

ts

1 Go visit area churches of all sizes and theological backgrounds. Steal their ideas shamelessly. Bring the ideas

back to the church and talk about them as a group. Remember, you can do a lot of things, but you cannot
everything, so be smart about what you consider implementing right now.

1 Begin asking people in your social network what kind of small group they would be interested in attending
during the weeknight. These people most likely will not come to Pilgrim, but they will help you understand
what kinds of topics people outside of the church are interested in exploring and what kind of commitment
they are willing to make.

1 Study other churches in the area who have smajjroup ministries. What topicsare they addressing? How
many people are in their groups? How often do their groups meet? What makes that ministry work?

1 Keep networking with the community. You need community advocates. Remember, the goal of the next th
months is to build a database of contacts that is 10 times larger than your church membershiphat is
nearly 1000 people. Collect names, addressesp&il addresses and phone numbersWe're going to need
them when we set up the database andeewsletters.

If we are going to grow Pilgrim, it's going to take every one of you. We all have to work in the same
direction, extend grace and trust to one another and keep the faith. This could be the greatest
adventure of your life in this church. Let's get ready to work hard and have fun!

Rev. Cameron Trimble

Executive Director, CEO )(

The Center for Progressive Renewal : .

3605 Sandy Plains Road, Suite 24048 PROGRESSIVE RENEWAL
Marietta, GA 30066

_ WWW.progressiverenewal.org
Skype: camtrimble
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http://www.progressiverenewal.org/
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Lections for February 2011

February 6 : Isaiah 58:1-9a, Obp ¢ q E .
Psaim112:2w § pmmQ 74 pl2# 1 O
(13poQq E - ABOEAXx uvdpo

February 13 : Deuteronomy 30:15¢ 72 A
Psam119:ty E p #1 O®1 @BEEAI
Matthew 5:21-37

February 20 : Leviticus 19:22, 9p Y 72

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

3 Z Cynthia ElledgeVolker
8 - Brandi Cooke
13z Jim Nieft
14 z Sadler Bell
16 z Johnny Owen
21 z Mary Martin
23 z Barrett Taylor

119:33-T1 T Z p #I1-1AGOEEA
Matthew 5:38-48

February 27 : Isaiah 49:8p ¢ A E 00O
1 Corinthians 4:1-u 4 - ABDEA x

February Calendar

Sunday School- 10am each Sunday

Worship Service - 11am each Sunday with
Fellowship Time after Worship

Sunday, February 6 - 11am Worship with

Communion
On this day, we will celebrate the installation of Janej
Boyd Weidler as our new pastdBarbara Everett,
#EAEODPAOOIT 1T &£ 100 ! 00T 4
Committee, and Rev. Dr. Timothy Downs, SEC
Conference Ministerwill conduct that installation
ceremony. Please make plans to attend and to join U
in fellowship and lunch afterwards.

Tuesday. February 8 - Social Action Committee,
11:30 am brown bag at Pilgrim

Sunday, February 13 - 11am Worship

Sunday, February 20 - 11am Worship with
Communion

Sunday, February 27 - 11am Worship

Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper
on March 8, 2011
beginning at 5 pm.

Celebrity chefs will be cooking!

Contact
Linda
Miner
if you are
interested
in helping
with this event.

linda.miner@pilgrimuccbham.org

2817 6th Ave. South
Birmingham, AL 35233

Pl LG RI M (205) 731 0999

www.pilgrimuccbham.org

CHURCH pilgrimuccbham@bellsouth.net
United Church of Christ



