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pil -grim (pilgrim) n. a person who makes a journey to some sacred place.
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December 2011 Living in Expectation of Transformation
Sunday School 10am
Worship 11am In the traditional Christian calendar, the year begins with the first
Sunday of Advent. Every year starts with this time of waiting for the birth
CHURCH STAFF of a child, just as every personds | i f
Moderator: David Precise growth.

Christian Ed/ Church Developmen
Rev. Linda Miner
Music Director: Tim Tipton
Interim Pastor: Sally G. Harris
Administrative Assistant

Our popular culture has commercialized and sentimentalized the
Advent season. We have come to see it as either a time to plan our shop-
ping for the perfect Christmas gifts, or a time to think warm and tender
thoughts about that oO0sweet baby Jesus.

Nishita Baxi Mary knew that the child she bore was more than simply a sweet,
vulnerabl e baby. Lukeds gospel tells of
sented their baby son to God at the temple in Jerusalem. Simon, a devout

man who witnessed the babyds presentat|
child is destined for the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a

sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be re-

vealediand a sword wil/l pierce y&8ur own s

The light that was coming into the world in Jesus was both illumi-
nating and revealing. This light brings hope, but also the radical change
that only love can accomplish.

The writer Madeline L& Engle put it
nunciationo
IDENTITY STATEMENT This is the irrational season

(w , w (+&1(, w"g41"" ow  When love blooms bright and wild.

I AM an open and loving Had Mary been filled with reason
witness for liberal Christianity in

the Birmingham area. | stand with Theredd have been no room for th

those who seek justice and peace o . . o
for all people. | AM accepting and At Pilgrim we are in a time of transition. We too, can be trans-

inclusive. | embrace all people. | f or med by Jesus' birth and il 1 umi ned b'
AM a home where people are prayer and in expectation of transfor m;
encouraged: TO seek therown 't i onal season when | ove bl ooms bright
answers, TO explore their formed by love fi not just during Advent. May this be the beginning of a
spiritual lives. new response to Godds |l ove in our Pilg
IAMEwi 0000pPT UwOfw) 1 UUUB ww&OEz Uuw -Sally
love can transform us all.




Moder at or s Not es

Last week | was on a plane flying to Houston for my job, when the person sitting next to me said,
ot hat | ooks | ike a pretty iBEnitnesrteesitnibicdyl sGdedadading at Pil-
grim in the Sunday school class. The passenger next to me asked several questions about the book
which led to a short synopsis of why | go to Pilgrim. | always get excited to talk about my church, the
inclusive nature it has, and the fact that itds
of all the answers.

As we come toward the close of 2011, in the role | am serving as moderator of the church council, | think
itds a very good thing that we are a community
OPil grimds Progressé is (other than this newsl e
time with someone outside of our congregation that can help us think about what we need and where we
are going. | know that some people feel strongly that we need another full time minister to help lead the
church in 2012 and beyond as we work on our ministry in this new location. Others have voiced the idea
of maintaining a part -time pastor both for financial reasons and also to redirect our energy from the idea
of 60church growtho6 to spiritual growth. Certai
these things.

What gives me comfort is that | think the bigger picture, the desire to be inclusive of all people, is the
message and the actions that will always sustain this body of faith. We will be moving forward to put
together our pastoral search committee by January. If you are reading this and may be interested what
is needed to help with that committee, | hope to hear from you. We can organize this committee while
also being thoughtful of preparing ourselves to fully welcome whoever that new leader is and what our
expectations will be.

When | speak of the sustaining force of Pilgrim, in 2011 | look at our attention and participation around
Al abamads new i mmigration | aw. For me personal
and local Hispanic residents in Linn Park is a time | will always remember as it relates to being a mem-
ber of Pilgrim. | will also remember the fact that we invited HICA (Hispanic Interest Coalition of Ala-
bama) to a Wednesday night program to explain the impact of the law, as well as educate us further on
how immigration works in the United States. | know that many of us sent emails, made calls, and got
involved in other ways in protest of this new law. | believe the way the congregation and staff conducted
itself surrounding this issue is consistent with our history, and no matter what our various opinions are

in some areas of the church, this kind of spirit and standing up for those who are otherwise pushed to
the fringes of our society, is why Pilgrim will always be an important place in Birmingham.

Peace be with you ,

David
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The Presley Ingram Scholarship Fund

We have set a goal of $5,000.00 for the first year of the Presley Ingram Scholarship Fund. The money
raised will be used to help children in our church, and others, to take advantage of learning opportuni-
ties they might not otherwise have. Some seed money has been given, and hopefully, more is on the
way. We will have a few fundraisers for the Fund over the course of this year. Ron Creamer will host a
steak dinner and | will have a holiday open house. If you are interested in hosting a fund raiser please

|l et me know. I dm | ooking forward to this chall
achieve to their highest potential.

Jane Philips
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December 2011
December Calendar

Friday, December 2 & Sunday, December 4:
Birmingham Southern Carol Service, 7:30pm on Frig
and 4:30pm on Sunday at Canterbury United
Methodist Church; Admission is free, for more
information call 205.226.4957

Sunday, December 4 Vision of Peacélam Taize
Service of Advent Meditation; Congregational
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Meeting after worship; decorating Christmas tree
during Fellowship time

Friday, December girehouse Shelter Meal at 6:30pn
contact Sally to help

Sunday, December 11 Joyous Expectatiohlam
Worship and Advent Music; 4pmPilgrim Christmas
Party and Farewell Party for Linda Miner, bring

appetizers, desserts, and good stories about Linda o

share

Saturday, December 1'Advent Service at First
Congregational; 4pm Annual Worship Service with
Beloved Community and First Congregational
Churches

Sunday, December 1& Message of Lovgllam
Worship with Communion; Snackbags for Homelesg
after worship, bring individually wrapped snacks to
put in the bags

Saturday, December 24 andlelight Christmas Eve
Service 5pm Worship Service

Sunday, December 25he Great llluminatiorGod is
WithUst{ SNIA OS G2 / St So NI
Sunday school

The Christmas Fund

Each year, Pilgrim Church patrticipates in the
IChristmas Fund. The Christmas Fund for the
Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund is
the primary source of annual income for the work
of the United Church Board for Ministerial Assis-
tance, one of the corporations comprising the
Pension Boards of the United Church of Christ.

You can honor the Christ Child during this sea-
son by bringing gifts that will be used to support
and honor those who have served, and are serv-
ing, this beloved church. Your gifts will truly rep-
resent the incarnational nature of the church at
its best.

Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide pension
and healthy premium supplements to low -income
retirees, emergency assistance to the families of
clergy and | ay empl oyees:s
Youdé Gift Checks to hungd

The Christmas Fund provides a lifeline of hope to
many lower -income active and retired clergy and
lay employees in the United Church of Christ.

Due to the lingering effects of the economic reces-
Sion,/thEréNidave beéh dnany instildgek il whieh?
gifs from the Christmas Fund have made a criti-
cal difference in the lives of people living literally
on the edge..

The United Church Board for Ministerial Assis-
tance and the staff of the Pension Boards are con-
fident that, through your continuing faithfulness,
we will be able to provide the same level of care
and compassion as has been our tradition for
more than a century.

Pilgrim will be taking up donations during Wor-
ship on December 11th and December 18th.
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Expectant Spirit

oWhen the angel came to her, he said, ORejoice,
Luke 1:28
oWhat | say to you, | say to everyone: Watch! o

Today is the first Sunday in Advent, the season of waiting with expectation for the com-
ing of the Messiah. When you have grown up in the Christian church, the feeling of expectation
is firmly planted in your psyche. Nowadays, we mainly think of it as waiting for Christmas and
the gifts that will come, but what if we were to approach it differently this year i with rever-
ence. What if we were to hold the expectation in our hearts that the spirit of light is coming A
Emanuel, God with us. How might we prepare ourselves to receive such a gift?

Having a spiritual practice helps one to keep the sea-
son holy. For the month of December, for instance, one might
walk a labyrinth, or spend twenty minutes in prayer or medi-
tation every day. If you have a daily exercise routine, commit
that time to prayer instead of clamping on the head phones.
Choose a favorite hymn and sing it while you exercise, or say
the prayer of the Buddha: oMay I
remain open, may | awaken to the light of my own true na-
ture, may | be healed, may | be a source of healing for all be-
i ngs. o0 First, say it for yourse
know, then for your city, then your nation, and let it expand
to include the whole world. Holding that which is sacred in
heart and mind will transform the season from one of commercial excess to one of participatory
blessing. You may be surprised at the sense of peace you will feel from a daily practice that is
centered on love and healing.

| can hear you saying, o0l d&ve tried that and i
everything improves with practice. If sitting meditation or prayer does not work for you, move:
walk, jog, pedal a bike, dance, or jump up and down. Do whatever it takes to fully engage in the
activity. The main thing is to focus in a heartfelt way. Getting your head and heart in align-
ment will help you to make better decisions about everything, including what gifts to give and
how much money to spend.

Rejoice!

Jane
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0l was a stranger and you welcomed me, Il was t

By Rev. Angie Wright, Pastor at Beloved Church,
Reprinted with permission from GBM newsletter

|l &m haunted by these words from the Christian
mul tuous waters of the Al abama i mmigration confl i
and thought never to pass this way again. Surely not in Alabama, not again. Have we not learned? Have
we not been healed of our need to wound and divide? We have long lived with the pain and shame borne
of the refusal to honor the humanity of our neighbors. We all carry barely -covered scars borne of hostili-
ties to people whose only real crime is living beneath skin of a different hue, who simply want to live
among us with dignity, hope for their children, and the necessities of life.

s S

hear that families are terrified to leave their homes, to

|| are losing their livelihoods, or being torn apart to eke out
even the meanest of incomes.

g¥us so much?96

I had nurtured a spark of hope for my state, that we
were at least walking in the approximate direction of the
Promised Land where, as my church says, all people are celebrated as precious children of God. But we
have been thrown back into hell.

With all the powers vested in it by its citizens, the State of Alabama has poisoned the places
where people without papers pray, play, work, study, travel, and conduct business of any kind. They
have been stripped of all protection. Terror is once again official state policy and practice.

We, all people of faith, all people of compassion, are called to protect the ones society attempts to
drive out in a Trail of Tears. In our time and place, it is the undocumented.

tra
ct .

OHow can this be happening ai

- travel t he roads, to send their
"ﬂthis be happening again?6 | ask

0 Ha

again?6 | ask, when my friends &

Countless times | have heard people say, o0l was t

ment . I wonder what | would have done if | had be
our time. Once again the entire world is watching Alabama deny its people all the things that give life o}
even a drink of water.

Will we be on the wrong side of humanity again? The wrong side of history? The wrong side of the
One in whose image we are all made?

We have a chance to be a new and different people. We can be a people with arms open wide. We
can be the people we say we are, people who help one another, people who help those in need, people who
dondt know a stranger, people who would give you
extra place at the table, people who would walk the extra mile, people who always have extra room at
the inn.

We have the choice. We can do it right this time. We have the power to change this hateful, irra-
tional law. We can withhold our consent from the ones who govern. We can make things right, before too
much more damage is done & damage to our brothers and sisters, damage to our state, damage to our
souls.
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The Pilgrim Way

Since sharing that | will be leaving Pilgrim at the end of December, many of you have asked if | would
be staying in Birmingham or joining EIl aine in Atllant
weeks ago, the next step on the journey was confirmed. Elaine has accepted a development position
with the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota! | am exploring opportunities in counseling and the
church in that area. | feel excited and confident about the path yet to be traveled which is a great place
to be for a pilgrim!

This decision to move was not made lightly because of the relationships we have here in Birmingham.
We will not be selling our home so that we can retire here with people who have become family of choice.
Nathan Cooke will be renting our home so | expect cookouts in the backyard to continue when we visit
Birmingham!

We plan to begin our journey north around January 3 so that Elaine can begin work on January 9. We
have heard from Jason, Nicola and Eli Viana, who now live in Minnesota, as well as Polly Hansen, John,
Annie and Jack Corbett, who are in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and feel blessed to have friends who live
relatively onearbydé our new | ocation. Pl ease rememb
part of oLinda and Laineyds Big Adventureo.

With much love and affection,

Linda, Elaine and Sophie Dog

An Expression of Our Thanks for
Linda Miner

Linda Miner will be leaving the staff of
Pilgrim Church at the end of 2011. She and
Elaine will be moving to Minnesota in January
2012, where Elaine has accepted a position on
the development staff of the Mayo Clinic.

Lindads warm heart,
thentic faith, and spiritual curiosity have been
central to Pilgrimds co
with us. It is our desire to express our thanks to
her for all she has given to our community.

On December 11, from 4 -6 pm at Pil-
grimés Christmas Party
thanks for Linda. We a
blessings on Linda and Elaine in their new life
in Minnesota.

Bring appetizers and desserts to share.
Our annual prizes for Best Appetizer and Best
Dessert will be awarded!

Come prepared to share stories about Linda.
If you can help with this, contact Sally Harris at
sallygharris@gmail.com
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Mission: 1 Exceeds All Goalsgprinted from UCC Website

With funds still being counted on Nov. 28, Thanksgiving prayers were answered as the final goal of the United Church
Christ's Mission:1 campaigh daising $111,111 for East Africa fadnfvas surpassed.

"Mission 1 shows that we as a community of faith are not powerless, even in the face of a méjowerlséve topped
our goal for East Africa famine relief and boldly advocated for food justice,” said the Rev. James Moos, executive minis
of the UCC's Wider Church Ministries. "Because we are not helpless, others need not be hopeless."

In addition to the monies raised for famine relief, the church wide Mission:1 campaign to figreléded injustice also
eclipsed its three other goals: collecting more than 1 million food and household items for local food banks, writing mor
than 11,111 letters to Congress advocating for hretgesd causes, and raising more than $111,111 forrelatgdrmin-

istries.

In typical UCC fashion, local churches across the country took Mission:1 to heart and created their own special ways o
fulfilling its goals.

In Anoka, Minn, members of First Congregational UCC delivered 1,111 items to the local féodtemalthat weighed
in at 934 pounds. "It was the best part of the day to fill up two vans with items and deliver them to a place that will dis-
tribute them to people in need in our community," wrote a church member.

"Our kids used the cans and boxes of food to make a peace sign on the church altar," said Sue Forsyth of the United
Church of Christ of South Livonia, N.Y. "May our contribution help make peace a reality in our world."

At the close of business on Nov. 28, the totals stood thus: 1,438,124 food items collected; 37,443 letters sent to Congr
regarding hungerelated concerns; $119,584 raised for huredated ministries; and $113,271 raised for East Africa fam-
ine relief. The totals are expected to climb further asdeporting congregations send in their efforts.

"Mission:1 was hugely successful because it captured the new essence of denominationalism, which takes seriously lo
initiative and ingenuity, bridges charity and justice advocacy, and syncs the work of many congregations, schools and
agencies in common purpose and direction for a specified period of time," said the Rev. J. Bennett Guess, executive Ir
ter of the UCCOs Local Church Ministries. "We also c:
contagious and produces more momentum.

"Mission:1, in many respects, was a game changer for how we understand and approach local mission."

THE FIREHOUSE SHELTER WOULD LIKE TO THANK
YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS, CONTRIBU-
TIONS, AND FINANCIAL COMMITMENT TO SERVE AS
A 5 ALARM GALA SPONSOR AT THIS YEARGS FRI DAY,
NOVEMBER 18 ™ EVENT. THE 2011 5 ALARM GALA
HELD AT THE B&A WAREHOUSE WAS OUR MOST
PROFITABLE IN THE 5 YEAR HISTORY OF HAVING A
GALA FUNDRAISER AND WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN
POSSIBLE WITHOUT YOU PARTNERING WITH US.

EARLY FIGURES SHOW THAT WE RAISED NEARLY
$42,000 0 THIS IS A 467% INCREASE SINCE OUR FIRST
GALA BACK IN 2007. ALL OF THE MONEY RAISED
GOES DIRECTLY TO THE MANY VARIED PROGRAMS
THAT WE UTILIZE TO EMPOWER THE MEN TO OVER-
COME THEIR HOMELESSNESS o8 ONE STEP AT A
TIME. GOD BLESS YOU!




