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pil -grim (pilgrim) n. a person who makes a journey to some sacred place.
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APRIL 2011

Sunday School 10am
Worship 11am

Church Office hours:
Monday-Friday
9amt 1pm

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Janet Boyd Weidler
Moderator: David Precise
Christian Ed & Church Develop-
ment:
Linda Miner
Music Director: Tim Tipton

IDENTITY STATEMENT
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I AM an open and loving
witness for liberal Christianity in
the Birmingham area. | stand with
those who seek justice and peace
for all people. | AM accepting and
inclusive. | embrace all people. |
AM a home where people are
encouraged: TO seek their own
answers, TO explore their
spiritual lives.
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love can transform us all.
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From the Pastor. Hope Springs Forth!

On the midst of winter, | finally learned that there was in me .
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What a glorious Spring! Beauty, New life, and Hope are bursting
forth all around us? a God burst! This annual and perennial miracle seems
even more wondrous each year. And all of it bears the autograph of our
awesome Creator, whose grace and love are proclaimed in every marvel,
from the minute to the magnificent. The colors and infinite variety around
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and opens the way to countless sacred moments. What a paradox, that such
enlivening splendor can emerge from the dull barrenness of winter!

This LentenEaster season of the church also has a paradox at its
heart: out of the darkness, defeat, despair and death of the cross, dawns an
invincible Easter hope and newness of life. And this Loving, Reconciling,
Creative God is here for each of us, ready to take the personal burdens we
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May each of us discover the song in every silence, the dawn in every
darkness, the invincible new hope in every ending, and all the hidden
promise of what is yet to be revealed.

Grace, Peace, and Love to all,
Janet
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In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!
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From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,
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In our doubt there is believing: in our life, eternity.
- ... Inour.death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,
WITUOSHUERGARY AA O OET EOO OAAOI T
Natalie Sleeth, 1985
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Everyday Spirituality
Al day | think about it, then at night | say it. Where did | come from, and what am | supposed to be do
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Jalal adDin Rumi, Persian poet and mystic (120273)
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Bonnie Raitt, Singer/Songwriter

I must admit, | take some comfort in the fact that Rumi, that famous Sufi mystic and writer of

passionate poetry, asked the same questions | have asked myself repeatedly. | wonder whether you ask
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what is it?

I have an uncomfortable feeling that something very big is hovering just out of reach; what is that?
When | have an experience that takes me out of myself, what does it mean? How can | connect with
whatever is within me that begs for expression? These are questions that seekers have been asking fg
as long as there have been human beings walking upright on the planet. 1 like to think they are
guestions my soul is whispering in my earSpirituality is not something that requires us to go sit in a
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is not hunkering in a dark room attempting to contact the spirit world that lies beyond the veil.
Spirituality is simply living in a state of awareness. It is doing everyday things while being fully present
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much of our lives happen without our knowing it. We eat in the car or in front of the television set. We
multi -task while catching the news. We work out at the gym with earphones blasting music into our
brains. That is the way of modern American life. But in the process of living in constant motion, we loS
ourselves and our connection to the earth and to all that is alive within us. At some point, it is important
to take the time and make the space to become one with ourselves.

souls.

Many of us first make this contact when something terrible
{ happens» we get a diagnosis, someone we love dies, life as we
know it comes crashing down around our ears. When we have
| n up-close and personal experience with our own mortality,
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ot necessary to wait for disaster to befall you to decide to take
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the big questions of life. Our first Pilgrim smatgroup will do
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! 'é that, to join us. The first gathering will be at my home on
meaty discussion. Since space will be limited to ten people,
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L = | have to be a member of Pilgrim to participate.
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Jane Philips (20%92-2604 orjmp8465@gmail.con
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Mini -Course In April:
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What does the cross mean?

What does Jesus death have to do with being
justice-seekers and peacemakers today?

Join usSundays April 3, 10 and 17
AFTER WORSHIProughly 12:15-1:15 pm.

Child Care will be provided. Bring your snacks ang
beverage from Fellowship time and come join us in
the front meeting room. These three sessions, led b
Janet, will include 3 sessions from the dynamic DVJ
series, O3 AOET ¢ *A0OO(q I
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What were the political, social, economic, & spiritual
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mean for those who would follow Jesus way today?
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How does the answer to this question impact
Christian- Jewish relationships? What does the
response to this question mean for Christian views
on violence?
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Love? Why has Jesus death always been so centrg
to Christian faith, what misinterpretations have
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give meaning to our faith today?

Please contact Janet with questions and comments
janetweidler@att.net.
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times, please suggest alternative times/dates that work
for you! Weeknight and weekday sessions can be
arranged.
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# let Janet, Linda or Sally Harris know. If you would like to atten

ANYTOWN ALABAMA
What: Leadership and Diversity Program for 10-12 Graders,
Sponsored by the YWCA
When: June 511 at Camp Hargis in Chelsea; overnight
Cost $400 fee butscholarships are readily available andno
student will be turned away because of inability to pay
Why: Increasing awareness and appreciation of diversity;
developing leadership skills for dealing with social justice
issues, bullying, and intolerance. Delegates will be of every
race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, school, and
neighborhood. Application materials available in the church
office.
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Building Bridges:

Creating Dialogue and Embracing Change
The Gay Straight Student Association at UAB is holding an evg
on the Bible and homosexuality, entitled "Building Bridges" on
Saturday, 4/16. Pilgrim will be one of the sponsoring churches
groups, and we will have a table with literature about Pilgrim,
the UCC, and other relevant material. If you would like to
represent Pilgrim by staffing the table for part of the day, pleas
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the event, you can register alvww.uabgssa.org Here are the
details:

Date & Time: April 16t, 2011, 9:00 amm4:00pm

Come to one session, or all sessions.

Where: UAB Alumni Auditorium, Hill University Center 1400
University Blvd 35233

Cost: Free to high school and college students* with Valid ID (*
you would like to be provided lunch, there will be an additional
fee of $5.)

For the Public: $20 (includes lunch.) (Pilgrims, please let
Janet, Linda or Sally know if you would like to go; a free

ticket or two is available; financial assistance also available)
More Info: Do you want a safe place to talk about your
sexuality and your faith? Can someone be gay and Christian?
How can | be supportive of my LGBT friend or family member?
Does the Bible really say that homosexuality is wrong? What
churches and organizations are available for me as an LGBT
person? How can | help build the bridge between LGBT peopl
and those that oppose them? If you have these or other
questions, or would like to meet some other supportive people,
this one-day conference is for you!
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Gracious and loving God, the resurrection of your Son has not pulled us far from our
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out against wrong, convinced it will do no good. We excuse ourselves from chances to
help others, fearing for our security. We stay busy with small concerns to avoid facing

our shortcomings. Holy God, forgive our fears and our doubts. Plant Easter seeds in us to push through
the packed, dead ground of old habits. Transform our suffering into greater faithfulness. Catch us up into
the dance of your Holy Spirit, so that we may find hope and strength for the living of these days. Amen.

© 2008 Local Church Ministries, Worship and Education Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, Worship Ways, Vol. 7
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Moderators Notes: The Integrity of Pilgrim
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March Madness in college basketball. My sanity has been questioned for years as | routinely take vacation days
to gather with a community of basketball loving friends at Buffalo Wild Wings and attempt to watch four games
at once all day and night long (32 games in two days). Of course this year we see teams like Marquette, VCU,
Butler, and Florida State all advance to the Sweet 16, which screwed up all of our picks, it is what March
MADNESS is all about.

While conversing with one of my colleagues in March madness, she brought up a different kind of
madness, church madness. My friend visited a local church recently that has experienced extraordinary
membership growth the past several years. She described a system that this church has which left me
speechless. Apparently if you have a child in the nursery, you are given a number when you drop off your child.
While the adult sits in worship, there is a something which sounds not unlike a basketball scoreboard which
AEOPI AUO 1 01 AAOOS )y £ UT OO AEEI A60O 10i ARO APPAAOO 11
child who is apparently misbehaving. My only observation on this is that | feel better that my madness is
confined to a few days in a sports restaurant in March.

Truly though, | have many friends that are done with any organized church because for many critically
thinking people, they have all gone mad. And even at Pilgrim, any of us that have ever served on a committee or
been to a 3 hour church council meeting, will at times, question why we are even part of this?

Concerning meetings, what | have quickly noticed at Pilgrim is that the reason we have long meetings
always comes from a good place. We care. My perception is that the length of many of the meetings comes from
the fact that we do have some diversity and different ways to work at the same task. Naturally, we all think our
way is the right way. It may take more time than we like and we have several people that excel at going off on
tangents in our discussion, but in the end we reach a common place that reflects what | see as the integrity of
Pilgrim.

And this integrity, quite honestly, is why | am a member. Recently we interviewed candidates to be our
new administrative assistant. One of the first things | did is walk each candidate through our building, while also
giving them a brief history of our church. | always note that Pilgrim has had a few times in its history when
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many churches have slanted so severely to the logic and organization of left brain thinking, that they have
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least). | think that kind of thinking is how you end up with behavioral scoreboards in your sanctuary.

I think that kind of thinking is how | feel like many worship services have essentially become a séklp
book translated into a theatrical performance for its consumers (the congregation). | think that kind of thinking
is how the consumer congregation checks its collective brain at the door. | think that kind of thinking is why
many churches have forgotten what the purpose of the church is.

I am thankful that at a Pilgrim Church Council meeting, we have people that will challenge spending
money on new furnishings when they want us to consider that the money may be more useful for our mission
somewhere else.
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I am thankful that we have hour long meetings to think about the bigger picture of the role that liturgists
have in our worship service.

I am thankful that we have a Wednesday night speaker that lets us know how unfair it is to the most vul-
nerable people in our state that we have a 10% tax on essential groceries, while at the same time our state could
double property tax and it would still be the least property tax among all 50 states.

I am thankful that it is OK to ask questions, to have a worship service that makes us think on both sides of
the brain, to have ideas that challenge our beliefs, and to grow as Christian people at Pilgrim Church serving our
community in Birmingham. ---David

Social Action Update

This month Pilgrim will begin a project to supply bags of snacks for the homeless people in the Southside
neighborhoods. We are partnering with the Highlands United Methodist Church located at Five Points South, to implement
the ministry to hungry people. Highlands provides lunch to the homeless on weekdays, but would like to have bags of snacks
for other folks to take away with them after lunch. We will assemble these snack bags on the third Sunday of each month|.

The Social Action Committee will supply brown lunch sacks to hold the snacks. We need you to bring Non
perishable snack items to help fill these bags. Some suggestions include individually packaged servings of: Raisins,
applesauce, granola or granola bars, crackers and cheese, cookies, Vienna sausage, chips, and other snacks that are ngt hard
to chew. We will also put napkins, oranges or tangerines in the bags.

Highlands is always looking for volunteers to help prepare lunch NF, 311 AM. They serve lunch to approximately
120 homeless people each day, so we would like to make at least 20 snacks bags each month. Everyone can help assemble
these bags while we are talking to each other after worship. By doing so, we can begin to expand our table of welcome
beyond the doors of our building.

Social Action Events in the Community during April:

Saturday, April 9 th- Project Homeless Connect - at Boutwell Auditorium sponsored by One Roof. Volunteers needed. Fo
more information, call 205.254.8833

Sunday, April 10 th- (Committees Responding to Overcome Poverty) CROP Hunger Walk - Registration Opens at 1:45
P.M. The event starts at 2:30 P.M. at Caldwell Paiki 6 26th Street North. (Across from Virginia Samford Theater) For morg

information, see below and visit the website atvww.bhamcropwalk.org . --- Sally Harris
_ The Birmingham CROP Hunger MWalkommunity coming
Pollution together to raise money and awareness for hunger relief... locally and @round
Solution world. Over 2000 CROP Widilkppen every year nationwitlalkers are asked
to obtain pledge dollars from family, neighbors, colleagues and places|of wors
What Can | Do I for their participation inSekilometer wall8.1 miles). Everyone is invited to
Keep the Air Clea participate in the Birmingham CROP HungerlWakk family walk event, not

a race lt's fun for all agedin the CROP Hunger Waikla community event
involving anyone who wants to fight hunger around the block and around the

Reduce Fuel Use by: world. The Birmingham CROP Hunger Walk encourages the active inyolvemel

Keeping your engines of teams and individuals from public and private schools, civic and cultural
properly tuned groups, area businesses and all faith Jitvenasis no fee to participadeit
each walker is encouraged to raise at leash&Eimingham CROP Hunger
Keeping your tires Walk hopes to raise $20,000.

properly inflated

Refueling after 5 pm H, I ) ‘; \ Birmingham

$1160 O0i D | A& L | P | .
"\ Communities Responding to Overcome Pove
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One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
To Be Received April 3

OGHS is one of the four special mission offerings
of the United Church of Christ. This offering gives
critical assistanceto people in more than eighty
countries. The UCC works with international
partners, and together we provide support to
health, education, refugee, agricultural, and
emergency relief initiatives. A portion of your gift
will be used to support relief and rehabilitation
work in Japan. 17% of the OGHS offering is
utilized for disaster preparedness and response.

Offering envelopes will be in the
sanctuary- please give prayerful consideration to
your gift, knowing that your generosity will bring
healing, new life, and hope in the midst of

suffering and
devastation. Even
though this offering
will be officially
received and
blessed on April 3rd,
contributions may
be made any time
during the month of
April.

LENTEN LABYRINTH WALKS
THURSDAYS 5:30PM TO 7:30PM

These are Open Walks which means
people begin and end as they prefer:
March 31, April 7 and 14.

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST PILGRIMS!

We are thankful for our new members who joined
Pilgrim on March 27! Welcome to each of you!

Adrianne Morrison  (son: Wyatt Roberts)
Fellowship friend: Mandy Pierce.

David Pope
Fellowship friendsJennifer Sanders & Phyllis Mark.

Corey Haney
Fellowship friends:Jennifer Sanders & Phyllis Mark.

Glenda R. Elliott
Fellowship friendVirginia Wallace

Jason and Amanda Shipp
Fellowship friends:Melissa and David Precise.
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Magic City Choral
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collaboration with the
Red Mountain
Chamber Orchestra
featuring Ralph
6 AOCEAI
Serenade to Music,
Queen Bohemian
Rhapsody for
orchestra and chorus
and other musical
gems from England.
Scotland, and Ireland|

Sunday May 22,
2011 at 6:00 P.M.

Alys Stephens
Center
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FREE Admission
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